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Sharing our faith by sharing God’s love!

St. Timothy Mission Statement
Nurtured and sustained by God’s love,

we are called and inspired to share His love with our neighbor,
to make God’s story known, and to help our neighbors near and far 

…so that all may experience God’s love.

 Grace and peace to you from our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. Amen. 
 Fall is officially under way. The days are getting shorter and the air is a little crisper. To 
some, this time is so exciting—leaves change colors, more children are seen walking the 
streets and playing in the parks, and holiday observances are just around the corner. For 
others, fall could be a time of suffering and a time to prepare for a coming long winter. 
Whichever kind of fall person you are, I come to you with a message: The hope known to 
us through Christ Jesus is alive and well at St. Timothy Church. There is nothing we can do 
to throw off this message; but, we can choose to live into it or choose to ignore it.
 The message of hope that we know through Christ is that we are justified, made right-
wise with God, through the gift of faith alone. This message of hope breaks through all of 
the seasons of life. This message of justification crosses over any walls of fear and comes 
to us even in our suffering. This message cannot be stopped by anything we do. When this 
message comes to us, it calls us into a season of change.
 In 1517, this message rang loud in the ears of Martin Luther. Through Luther’s baptism, 
God called Luther into change. This calling had Luther looking at the practices of the 
church and digging deep into the writings of the Bible. Luther was questioning if the 
practices were relevant to all people (for him it was [to]get the Bible into the hands of all 
believers); and, if the message (for him this is stated: justification through faith not works) 
was being spread through our words and actions. This time of questioning and visioning 
came to be known as the Reformation. As we embark on the beginning of the 500th year 
celebration of the Reformation and as the seasons change in our lives, we are called into 
similar questioning here at St. Timothy.
 In worship, we have been reading from the Gospel of Luke this year. Luke is telling us 
that we are to be managers of everything that God has graciously given us. It is by God’s 
favor that we know this message of hope. Good managers build up the team for future 
success. Are we practicing good manager skills here by building-up each other and our 

Are You Ready 
for the Change of Season?

Continued on page 3—see VICAR



October Worship Calendar
Summer Sunday Morning Services – 9:30 a.m.

Date Day Special Events Readings

Oct. 2 Sunday Pentecost 20 Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4; Psalm 37:1-9    
 10:30 a.m. Vicar Brian Riedy presides 2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10 
  Bell Choir                                     

Oct. 9 Sunday Pentecost 21 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c; Psalm 111; 
 10:30 a.m. Praise Worship 2 Timothy 2:8-15; Luke 17:11-19 
  Vicar Brian Riedy presides 
 1:00 p.m. Crop Walk

Oct. 16 Sunday Pentecost 22 Genesis 32:22-31; Psalm 121; 
 10:30 a.m. Rev. Woody Maxon presides 2 Timothy 3:14–4:5; Luke 18:1-8 
  Children Sing     

Oct. 23 Sunday Pentecost 23 Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22; Psalm 84:1-7; 
 10:30 a.m. Vicar Brian Riedy presides 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14 
  Rite for Wholeness

Oct. 30 Sunday Reformation Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 46; 
 10:30 a.m. Vicar Brian Riedy presides     Romans 3:19-28; John 8:31-36 
  Rev. Tom Lichner preaches    

Moving?  New Email?
Change Your Phone No.?

We constantly struggle in this mobile society we 
live in to keep up with everyone’s current mailing 
and contact information. We are asking everyone 
to make sure the information we have is up-to-date 
by completing the form below and either mail it to 
the church secretary or drop it in the offering plate.
Name

Address

City                                                                 State      Zip Code

Home Phone                                                       M include in Directory
Home Phone                                                       M omit from Directory
Cell Phone (optional)                                          M include in Directory
Home Phone                                                       M omit from Directory
Work Phone (optional)                                        M include in Directory
Home Phone                                                       M omit from Directory
Email                                                                    M include in Directory
Home Phone                                                       M omit from Directory

Please send my copy                                      M Mail (Post Office)
of the newsletter to me via:                          M Email

 PLEASE PLACE COMPLETED FORM IN 
OFFERING PLATE OR DROP IN THE MAIL.
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NE PA SYNOD WEB SITE
www.godslove.org or www.nepsynod.org
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www.elca.org
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DEADLINE
for the

NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER…
OCTOBER 15!
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VICAR (continued from page 1)

neighbors? Do we share the message of 
hope, given to us by God, through our 
words and actions? Do we set out to teach, 
give of ourselves, and look to build the 
other person up instead of striving for 
personal success?
 To be these good managers, we need 
to learn what the vision of this particular 
church is and then we need to learn how 
to build each other up so to work together 
toward that vision. This all starts with those 
questioning sessions, just as it began that 
way for Luther. Come to the adult forum 
and share, read the Bible and reflect, draft 
those questions and send them into the 
office. And, if the gracious favor of God 
bestows upon you some revelation of an 
answer, by all means share that with us as 

well. This is all about being in questioning 
and conversation with each other (our 
church family) so that we can learn how 
to do this beyond our walls. I know this is 
exciting, or scary. I know that there may be 
suffering and joy in this process. Just know 
in your hearts that whatever happens, the 
message of hope given to us by the Most 
Gracious God can never be taken away or 
diminished. The church will live forever just 
as it lives now. The church is the church 
for the world. The question is: how should 
St. Timothy Church look today so that we 
can continue to build-up each other in the 
future.
  Faithfully submitted,
 Senior Seminarian Brian Riedy (you 

can still call me Vicar if that’s easier)

The Village Raises the Child

 The new model of “St Timothy Village” is 
underway. Mary Lou Parry led the first session and a 
few more members have sign-up to lead. This is an 
exciting time for both the leaders and the children. 
New relationships can emerge as we share our faith 
together. I invite all of you to join into this excitement 
by becoming a leader for one Sunday. (Leaders can 
be from the ages of 12-112). To ease some possible 
angst, I want you to know that you can lead in pairs, 

that another adult with background clearances will 
be with the children at all time, that Vicar Brian will 
help find curriculum and/or ideas for your session, 
that the children are anxious to meet all of you on a 
different level, and that you have a faith story that is 
so important that everyone should be able to hear it 
and yearns to learn about it. Call the office or sign-up 
in the narthex to secure your Sunday as teacher.
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The Benefits of Walking

 Walking is something that we do every day and 
have done every day since we first learned the skill 
around the age of one year. Other than allowing one 
to get from one place to another, have you thought 
about the many benefits of walking? Now that the 
weather is a bit cooler, do yourself a favor and get 
outdoors to walk. Plan some time into your daily 
routine; allow 30 minutes for a brisk walk. During the 
bad weather months, the indoor malls in the area 
offer a great place to walk.
 Some of the basic health benefits of walking are:
 • Decreased cravings—Taking a 15-minute 
walk can decrease the desire for something sweet.
 • Decreased number of sick days—Studies 
have shown that just a 20 minute walk five days a 
week may reduce the number of days you re sick.
 • Quicker sleep onset—According to a study 
in Sleep Journal, a morning stroll will enable you to 
fall asleep quicker at bedtime.
 • Reduced risk of heart attack—Both men and 
women may reduce the risk of a deadly heart attack 
by approximately 35% by walking at least 25 minutes 
a day.

 • Healthy knees—Studies are showing that 
walking is the best activity for maintaining healthy 
cartilage in the knees. Walking may also reduce 
arthritis pain.
 • Reduced risk of obesity—Brisk walking daily 
can aid in inhibiting the activity of the genes causing 
obesity.
 Miscellaneous benefits of walking, which most 
of us have not thought about, are:
 • Protection of the environment—Studies 
have suggested that walking 1.5 miles instead 
of driving that distance cuts the production of 
greenhouse gases by 75 percent.
 • Allows one to “stop and smell the roses”—
While walking, one sees things that ordinarily 
would not be seen when in a car. New sights can 
be enjoyed.
 Walking is the easiest exercise that one can do. 
It does not take any special equipment or clothing. 
Find a partner and get moving. Do yourself a favor.

Adapted from Inner Strength, Summer 2016 
Rite Aid Pharmacy

 We pray weekly for our members at home. 
Every month we highlight a portion our list of 
homebound members so that you can send cards, 
and perhaps visit!
 Here is this month’s list (birthday in italics):
 Dorothy Brunone, TBA (October 10)
 Sharon Clark, Good Shepherd Home, Raker 
#216, 543 St. John St., Allentown, PA 18103 
(February 5)
 Steven Hader, Moravian Hall Square, 175 W. 
North St., Nazareth, PA 18064

 Barbara Fletcher, 916 Coldspring Rd., Apt. 4, 
Allentown, PA 18103
 Pat & Al Nork, 1231 St. Basil St., Allentown, PA 
18104 (Pat–September 22)
 October birthdays include:
 Dorothy Brunone, TBA (October 10)
 Elaine Hilbert, Devon House Senior Living, 1930 
Bevin Dr., Allentown, PA 18103 (October 21)
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 The flowers around my house had a tough time 
this Summer. Even with watering almost regularly, the 
heat was too much for them. Normally they would 
still be blooming and showing off color. Instead they 
are brown and obviously out of gas for this year. The 
truth we know is that every year has the opportunity 
to be good, bad or in the middle. The outcome is 
not always in our control. Weather and conditions 
change all the time. What is important is that we do 
the process and we are true to the process. It is our 
job to figure out what plants would fit well in our 
yard. It is important to look at color and size. It is 
important to look at placement and how plants will 
do in direct sun and in the shade. We mix plants that 
come up every year and plants that will change every 
year. We take time to coordinate an image of how 
the finished product could look. 
 After spending time doing all of those things, 
we prepare the soil. We begin to dig and plant and 
water. We wait for the rain and sunshine. The miracle 
of new life begins with a great deal of work and then 
hope. New life just does not happen. It is a struggle 
for plants to grow and mature. Nothing ever happens 
because we want it to happen. It happens because 

we participate in the process to make it happen.
 We are starting a process at St. Timothy 
Church. It is a process of discovery. It is a process 
of understanding. We are going to be answering 
questions about who we are and what is our place 
in the Westend. We are going to be looking at 
resources and how those resources can be used in 
creative ways. Part of that process is to give up on 
what we know and to think about what we have to 
discover about our new future.
 My hope has always been in a God who loves 
us and who wants the best for us. But the truth is 
we are not children we are adults. We don’t wait like 
children to be told what to do by a benevolent God. 
We are adult partners in building a future. We are 
decision makers who can make things happen. We 
are a people of strength and power who can seize 
the moment we are given. We seize that moment 
with faith and see what we can grow with God.
 This will not be an easy journey, the best ones 
never are. But it is our calling to be on this journey 
and to see what outcome awaits us. I pray for 
strength for us as we ask questions and discover new 
answers. Let our journey begin.

Date Topic Leader
Sept. 25 Future Ministries at St. Timothy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Lichner
Oct. 2 Servant or Sucker–Wise and Compassionate Ways to help the Poor . . . . . . . Dave
Oct. 9 Faith, Sexism, Justice Social Statement–1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave
Oct. 16 Future Ministries at St. Timothy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Maxon
Oct. 23 Faith, Sexism, Justice Social Statement–2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave
Oct. 30 Future Ministries at St. Timothy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Lichner
Nov. 6 Faith, Sexism, Justice Social Statement–3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave
Nov. 13 Faith, Sexism, Justice Social Statement–4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave
Nov. 20 Future Ministries at St. Timothy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Maxon
Nov. 27 Future Ministries at St. Timothy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Lichner
Dec. 4 Faith, Sexism, Justice Social Statement–5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave
Dec. 11 Future Ministries at St. Timothy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Lichner
Dec. 18 Future Ministries at St. Timothy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Maxon
Dec. 25 Christmas—NO ADULT FORUM
Jan. 1 New Year’s Day—NO ADULT FORUM
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Friday, November 4 • 7-9:30 pm
St. Timothy Lutheran Church

140 S. Ott Street • Allentown, PA
DJ and Live Music
Free Admission

Admission is free, but please call the church office (610-435-6512 x200) from 12-4 pm 
Tuesday thru Friday so we know how many people plan to attend.

Beverages and snacks provided.
Dress is casual

 Dance Dance

FallFall
FlingFling



Focus on Men
 Last month I asked the question why we men 
find it hard to take care of ourselves—health wise—
and how in the long run, we hurt both ourselves and 
our families. 
 This month I want to take a brief look at several 
men’s health issues. These are the conditions and 
diseases unique to men. Let’s face a few—issues of 
sexual dysfunction and increasing sexual transmitted 
disease (in a church newsletter? But here it is); 
medical issues of aging males (and we see it in 
our church, me included); and suicide rates and 
prevention (yes, suicide—“I’m no longer useful and 
have lost my purpose and reason for living.”) And, 
of course, there are many others. But these are the 
health factors unique to us. We have risk factors, 
both biological and socio-economic that make us 
different from women (however, many single parent 

working women are feeling many of the same socio-
economic issues). So, the medical profession is 
suggesting we need different behavioral and medical 
interventions for men. Where we live, our socio-
economics, our race, our health care insurance (or 
lack of it) and even our ZIP code often affect how we 
see ourselves and the care we seek (or don’t seek) 
and what we receive. In general, men live less healthy 
lives, until it is too late. How much gym will really 
help us depends upon how old we are. And health 
care has become politicized. The National Men’s 
Health Network suggests that half of premature 
deaths among men are preventable, if we begin to 
modify our personal health behaviors. And easier 
said than done. 
 Next month we’ll look at the Meaning of 
Manhood. (even for us old guys.)

Jerry Rounds

The Recycling Corner
Have you ever wondered how to recycle some of the items around the house? How to be better  stewards of God’s earth 
and help others at the same time? Here are some of our ongoing projects:
 ARTICLES WHERE TO PUT THEM PERSON IN CHARGE
Sheet blankets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Quilting committee
Soda cans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Nancy Fennell (for Scouts)
Men’s socks in good condition . . . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Nancy Fennell (Alliance Hall)
Toiletries (from hotels/motels) . . . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Nancy Fennell (Alliance Hall)
Card fronts (from greeting cards) . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Nancy Fennell (St. Jude’s Home for Children)
Eyeglasses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Nancy Fennell (Center for Visually Handicapped)
Good used sneakers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Nancy Fennell (Alliance Hall)
Plastic bags . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Nancy Fennell (Food Bank)
Styrofoam Peanuts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Nancy Fennell (recycled @ Mailbox)
Styrofoam blocks, cups, plates and 
    trays (meat, cookies, etc.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nancy Fennell (recycled @ Bethlehem Recycling)
General Mills box tops for education;
cash register receipts from Redner’s & Fairgrounds Market;
Campbell’s labels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Appropriate boxes in narthex . . . . . Cheryl Christensen
Rubber Bands* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Nancy Fennell (*from newspapers)
Current Calendars. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cabinet in narthex . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anyone who can use them
Empty printer, fax machine or desktop
copier cartridges. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Nancy Fennell (recycled @ FundingFactory)
Old cell phones. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Nancy Fennell (recycled @ FundingFactory)
Women’s and Men’s business attire and accessories… (for “The Perfect Fit”/”First Impressions for Men”)
      (Must be Clean, Good Condition/gently used laundered/ironed) 
      IN SEASON ONLY!!! . . . . . . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Gloria Hinrichs

Thanks for your help and cooperation with these projects!
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 The Allentown chapter of AARP meets on 
the first Thursday of each month at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall. Seniors are welcome to join 
the group anytime.

My dearest sisters and brothers in Christ,
 May the abundant grace of our Creator, 
Redeemer, and Sanctifier continue to shower you and 
your families with hope, peace, joy, and love. Amen.
 Christ has called me into ministry at my baptism 
and now I am living into that calling in a new way. 
I have completed two years of schooling at the 
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia and 
a one-year internship in the West End of Allentown 
(sites were Christ Lutheran, St. Timothy, Redeemer, 
and Muhlenberg College Chapel). Schooling and 
internship have been challenging yet very rewarding. 

 This letter is sent to you in gratitude. Your 
prayers and financial contributions are making my 
educational and ordination process possible. Myself 
and my family are very thankful that so many loving 
people support us. We feel the prayers that are 
offered to God on our behalf. We feel them in your 
loving smiles, in your words of encouragement, and 
through financial support that puts food on our table 
and provides shelter. To you, we say thank you, we 
love you. We will forever pray for you, your family, 
and your congregations that God continues to 
bestow favor upon all of us.
  God bless,
  Brian Riedy



"Eco-Lutherans — 
Responding to The Ethics and 

Science of Climate Change" 
 
 

A workshop examining the science of climate change as well as the 
morality of dealing with climate change from a Lutheran perspective plus 

practical steps for advocacy and greening congregations 
 
 

Co-Sponsored by the Creation Care Task Force and the 
Faith Formation Resource Ministry Team 

 
Light refreshments available during the workshop 

Cost:  $25/person -- $5 additional for persons from the same 
congregation 

 
9:00 A.M. to 1 P.M. 

Saturday, October 15, 2016 
 The Air Products Environmental Education Center 

Pool Wildlife Sanctuary/Wildlands Conservancy 
3701 Orchid Place 

Emmaus, Pennsylvania 
 

Contact Karen Mathias-Long at the synod office 
karen@nepsynod.org 
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Key: [F] = Fellowship Hall      [L] = Lounge     [P] = Pastor’s Office     [NV] = Nave
[N] = Nursery     [LB] = Library     [YR] = Youth Room     [LP] = Land of Promise

1

2 Pentecost 20
9 am–Sunday School 
[F]
9 am–Adult Forum [L]
10:30 am–Worship 
Vicar Riedy presides 
Bell Choir 
~10:30 am–Blood 
Pressure Screening [L]

3
OFFICE CLOSED
7 pm–Boy Scouts [F]

4
9 am-12 pm–Quilters 
[L]
11 am-4:30 pm–Vicar 
in Office
12-4 pm–Office Open
2:30 pm–Staff Meeting 
[L]
3:30 pm–Worship & 
Music Committee [L]
6:30 pm–Cub Scouts 
[F]

5
12-4 pm–Office Open
6:30 pm–Praise Band 
Rehearsal [NV]
7 pm–Allentown 
Hiking Club [F]
7:30 pm–Senior Choir 
Rehearsal [NV]
7:30 pm–Venture Crew 
[F]

6
10 am-3 pm–Vicar in 
Office
12-4 pm–Office Open
10:30 am-3 pm–AARP 
[F]

7
10:30 am-2:30 pm–
Vicar in Office
12-4 pm–Office Open
6:30-11 pm–Chess 
Club [L]

8
8 am-5 pm–WELCA 
Cluster Meeting [F]

9 Pentecost 21
9 am–Sunday School 
[F]
9 am–Adult Forum [L]
10:30 am–Praise 
Worship 
Vicar Riedy presides
1 pm–CROP Walk [LP]

10
OFFICE CLOSED
9 am–Property 
Committee
7 pm–Boy Scouts [F]

11
11 am-4:30 pm–Vicar 
in Office
12-4 pm–Office Open
2:30 pm–Staff Meeting 
[L]
6:30 pm–Cub Scouts 
[F]

12
12-4 pm–Office Open
7:30 pm–Senior Choir 
Rehearsal [NV]

13 
10 am-3 pm–Vicar in 
Office 
12-4 pm–Office Open
6-9 pm–Scout 
Leadership Meeting [F]
7-9 pm–3 D Meeting 
[L]
Operation Sunshine in 
Parking Lot

14
10:30 am-2:30 pm–
Vicar in Office
12-4 pm–Office Open
6:30-11pm–Chess 
Club [L]

15
7 am-5 pm–Cub Scout 
Leader Training [F]

NOVEMBER 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE

16 Pentecost 22
9 am–Sunday School 
[F]
9 am–Adult Forum [L] 
with Pr. Maxon [L]
10:30 am–Worship 
Pr. Woody Maxon 
Children Sing
~11:30 am-12 pm–
Congregation Council 
Meeting [L]

17
OFFICE CLOSED
7 pm–Boy Scouts [F]
7 pm–NAMI Mental 
Health Support Group 
[L]

18
9 am-12 pm–Quilters 
[L]
11 am-4:30 pm–Vicar 
in Office
12-4 pm–Office Open
2:30 pm–Staff Meeting 
[L]
6:30 pm–Cub Scouts 
[F]

19
12-4 pm–Office Open
6:30 pm–Praise Band 
Rehearsal [NV]
7:30 pm–Senior Choir 
Rehearsal [NV]
7:30 pm–Venture Crew 
[F]
AARP in Parking Lot

20
10 am-3 pm–Vicar in 
Office 
12-4 pm–Office Open

21
10:30 am-2:30 pm–
Vicar in Office
12-4 pm–Office Open
6:30-11pm–Chess 
Club [L]

22

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

23 Pentecost 23
6:30 am–St. Paul’s 
Mission Team
9 am–Sunday School 
[F]
9 am–Adult Forum [L]
10:30 am–Worship 
Vicar Brian Riedy 
Rite of Wholeness

24  
OFFICE CLOSED
7 pm–Boy Scouts [F]

25
11 am-4:30 pm–Vicar 
in Office
12-4 pm–Office Open
2:30 pm–Staff Meeting 
[L]
6:30 pm–Cub Scouts 
[F]

26
12-4 pm–Office Open
6:30 pm–Praise Band 
Rehearsal [NV]
6:45 pm–Bell Choir 
Rehearsal [NV]
7 pm–AA Board 
Meeting [F]
7:30 pm–Senior Choir 
Rehearsal [NV]

27
10 am-3 pm–Vicar in 
Office 
12-4 pm–Office Open
7-9 pm–3 D Meeting 
[L]

28
10:30 am-2:30 pm–
Vicar in Office
12-4 pm–Office Open
6:30-11pm–Chess 
Club [L]

29
9 am–Outreach 
Committee Meeting 
[L]

30 Reformation
9 am–Sunday School 
[F]
9 am–Adult Forum [L] 
with Pr. Lichner
10:30 am–Worship 
Pr. Tom Lichner 
Vicar Brian Riedy

31 Halloween
OFFICE CLOSED
7 pm–Boy Scouts [F]



Faithapalooza 2016 

November 11-13 

Youth in grades 9 – 12 are invited to 
participate in this year’s synod 
youth leadership training event, 
Faithapalooza. The theme is 
“Weaving Together God’s Story and 
Ours.” 

Participants will have the 
opportunity to: 
• Learn how to tell a Bible story 

through music, poetry, art or 
storytelling 

• Explore scripture through wonder 
and imagination 

• Reflect on their own life stories 
and see where they intersect with 
biblical themes and stories 

• Get to know the stories of others 
at this gathering 

• Have fun 

Faithapalooza 2016 will be held at 
Crossroads Camp and Retreat 
Center, 29 Pleasant Grove Road,  
Port Murray, NJ 07865. 

The event begins at 8:00 pm on 
Friday evening and concludes at 
11:00 am on Sunday morning. 

The Early Bird registration fee 
(through October 24) is $140. After 
October 24 the registration fee is  
$160. 

For more information and to 
register, please visit the synod 
website at http://nepasynod.org/
event/faithapalooza-2016.
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Always Being Made New:  
Campaign for the ELCA 

The Congregations of the Northeastern PA Synod are supporting Always 
Being Made New: Campaign for the ELCA. Campaign contributions can be 
directed to any of ten ELCA ministries. One of those is the International 
Women Leaders Initiative. 

“As part of Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA, we are 
boldly investing in established and emerging women leaders from our 
global companion churches. Your gifts will help support the education of 
200 additional international women through educational seminars, 
south-to-south exchanges, in-country study programs, and degree 
programs at ELCA colleges and universities.” [ELCA website] 

Because some synod donors have identified this ministry, we recently 
received the following note of thanks. 

Dear Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod, ELCA, 

As a current scholarship recipient, I would like to thank 
you for your support of the International Women 
Leaders initiative! Your gift helped to support me and 
my fellow scholarship recipient colleagues. 

Thank you! 

Melissa Neo Pei Shi 

The synod campaign goal, established by Synod Assembly action in 2014, 
is participation by100% of our congregations. This a realistic and attainable 
goal which can be met and sustained through January 31, 2019 with your 
support! If you need additional information about the campaign, contact 
Guy Ehler, Synod Campaign Coordinator at relhew@verizion.net; or call the 
synod office at 610-266-5101.

Bishop’s Conference - November 1-2 

St. Francis Retreat House, Easton 

Speaker: Kay Stewart, M.Ed. 
Stillwaters Mindfulness Training 

For info and to register, visit the synod website at  
http://nepasynod.org/event/bishops-conference-2016
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Women and Justice 

“The ELCA is a church that believes 
God is calling us into the world — 
together. As part of this call, we seek 
the common good for society, provide 
moral vision and are committed to 
addressing social and cultural 
injustices and issues.” [ELCA website: 
Faith & Society] 

One way in which the ELCA addresses 
such issues is by releasing social 
statements from time to time. Two 
more recent statements were on 
“Genetics” and “Human Sexuality.” 

In 2009, the Churchwide Assembly 
authorized the development of a 
social statement on women and 
justice. The ELCA Task Force on 
Women and Justice is now in the 
process of drafting the statement. 
which will be presented to the 2019 
Churchwidje Assembly. 

During this study phase of the 
process, the task force is encouraging 
and hosting listening events in order 
to hear about the insights, hopes, and 
concerns of ELCA members across the 
country. You are invited to join in this 
process!  

For more information about the 
process and the location of the 
listening events, please visit the ELCA 
website at http://www.elca.org/Faith/
Faith-and-Society/Current-Social-
Writing-Projects/Women-and-Justice.

James Jennings  
Elected to ELCA Church Council 

As a newly elected member of the ELCA Church Council, I want to thank 
you for supporting my nomination, and share with you my excitement 
about this opportunity to represent our synod at the national level.  

In many ways we find ourselves at a turning 
point in the life of the Church. As we 
prepare to celebrate the 500th anniversary 
of the Reformation, we look back on the 
roots of our Lutheran heritage while 
simultaneously looking forward to what the 
vision of the ELCA will be for the future. My 
hope is that together, local congregations 
and national leadership can draw strength 
and meaning from Luther’s teachings and 
find innovative ways to apply his principles 
in 2017 and beyond. 

I would also like to tell you a little about myself. I am a life-long member 
of Prince of Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bangor, PA. Over the 
years, I have been an active participant in a variety of ways, including 
committee work (Mutual Ministry, Finance, Call, Worship & Music), 
Council (multiple terms as President, Vice President and Secretary), and 
various roles in worship support (Communion Assistant, Usher, special 
music). I am employed as Senior Manager of Planning and Allocation 
with Party City Corporation. My wife Kim is a teacher, and we have two 
sons, Cory and Owen. 

I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible during my tenure 
and hope to share news from across the ELCA as we go forward. Thank 
you again for your support, and I pray for you and your congregations. 

The ELCA Church Council is composed of 34 elected members (lay and 
ordained) from across the ELCA. Members of the Council come from a 
variety of backgrounds, among them: the social services, the legal 
profession, accounting and financial management, and medicine. Two 
youth members who were high school students at the time of their 
election are Council members. The Council deals with a broad range of 
issues, much of the work done by four committees in preparation for 
Churchwide Assembly action. It meets at the churchwide office in 
Chicago twice a year – April and November – for three or four days. The 
four officers of the ELCA and  the chair of the Conference of Bishops are 
also part of the Council. In addition, nine Conference of Bishops liaison 
representatives attend the meetings. 
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November 2016 LMD NL news will be due October 14, 2016.  E-

Mail any information to me at lmd.newslettereditor@gmail.com. 
 
"Journey through Grief":  Luther Crest will host a "Journey through 

Grief" group on Mons, Oct. 3-Nov. 7, 10:30 a.m.-noon.  For more 
information or registration, please contact Lutheran Congregational 
Services, 610-770-9205.  This 6-week series is open to all; and there 
is no fee, thanks to the generosity of J.S. Burkholder Funeral Home. 

 
Luther Crest Hosts “Theology, Literature, and Coffee”, A 
Moravian Theological Seminary-sponsored course, will be held at 

Luther Crest, 800 Hausman Road, Allentown, on Mons, Oct 3r d, 17th, 
and 31st, 1:30-3:30 p.m.   Enjoy a time of learning and fellowship as 
theological themes in selected literature are presented and discussed.  

Cost for the series is $25, beverages will be provided.  To register, 
please contact Moravian Theological Seminary 610-861-1516 or 
http://www.moravianseminary.edu/continuing-ed.  Books to be 
discussed are: Oct. 3r d:  To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee Leader: 

Nelson Quinones, St. John Lutheran Church, Fogelsville, Oct. 17th: A 
Lesson Before Dying by Ernest Gaines, Leader:  Ruth Marcon, First 
Presbyterian Church, Allentown, Oct. 31st: Cry, the Beloved 

Country by Alan Paton, Leader:  Nelvin Vos, St. John Lutheran 
Church, Allentown. 
 

Presentations at Luther Crest - The public is cordially invited to 
attend the following presentations in Crest Hall of Luther Crest, 800 
Hausman Road, Allentown, PA 18104, Tues at 2:30 p.m.  Oct. 4th, 
Dr. Manfred Bahmann on “Which Sort of Jew was Jesus?”, Oct 18th, 

Sundar Brown on “When Religion Turns Violent”, Nov 15th, Jason 
Brocius on “What is Humanism?”, Dec.6th, Dr. Manfred Bahmann on 
"What Is Family Anymore, Anyway?".  For more information, please 

contact the Diakon Chaplain for Luther Crest 610-391-8210. 
 
Fall Basket Social: St. John’s Lutheran Church (1028 Church Street, 

Fogelsville) will be holding a basket raffle on Sat, Oct 8th, 10 am-2 
pm.  Drawings for the 75+ different themed baskets will be at 1:30 pm 
you do not need to be present to win.  Various consultants and 
products will also be on hand including Premier Jewelry, Pampered 

Chef and Tastefully Simple.  There will be lunch items and baked 
goods available, as well as jars of homemade chow-chow.  New this 
year: ‘Basket Preview Night’ on Fri, Oct 7th, 6-8 PM (only raffle 

tickets will be sold, no food). For more info, call 610-395-5535 or visit 
www.stjohns-fogelsville.org.  All are welcome! 
 

Greater Allentown CROP Hunger Walk:   Sun., Oct. 9, 1:30 p.m., 
beginning and ending at St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church, 140 S. Ott 
St., Allentown, PA 18104, with registration starting at 1 p.m.  For 
more information, for a sponsor form, please contact your own 

congregation or the Lehigh County Conference of Churches 610-433-
6421.  Log on to www.cropwalk.org for further information about 
CROP or for making online donations. 

 

 
Redeemer is celebrating her 90th anniversary this year: Mark your 
calendars for the following dates.  Sat, Oct 8th, 4 pm -  Anniversary 
Banquet at Luther Crest, Rev. Carl Shankweiler, guest speaker. 

Please call the church office 610-434-1291 for ticket information.  
Sat, Oct 22nd, 6 pm - An evening of Sacred Music featuring the choirs 
and musicians of the West Side Collaborative. Reception follows.  

Sun, Nov 6th, 10:15 am - All Saints Worship- Redeemer Homecoming 
service. Reception follows. All are welcome.  
  

ALOA Adult Ministry Festival: Where: Nativity Lutheran Church, 
4004 Tilghman St, Allentown, PA, When: Oct. 8th, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Cost: $15 (includes lunch).  Keynote speaker, The Rev. Dr. Timothy J. 
Wengert, professor emeritus of Reformation history at the Lutheran 

Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, will speak on “Luther’s 
Catechisms for Adults: Tasting Them Again for the First Time.”  
For more information or registration:  http://nepasynod.org/event/aloa-

adult-ministry-festival-2016/ 
 
Basket Raffle at St. Andrew's, Allentown.  Fri, Oct 14th from 3 p.m. to 

7p.m. & Sat, Oct 15th from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The drawing for the 
baskets will be held at 1:30 p.m. on the 15th.  
 
Eco-Lutherans—Responding to the Ethics and Science of 

Climate Change: A workshop examining the science of climate 
change as well as the morality of dealing with climate change from a 
Lutheran perspective plus practical steps for advocacy and greening 

congregations.  Sat., Oct. 15th, 9 am – 1 pm, at 3701 Orchid Place, 
Emmaus.  Light refreshments available during the workshop.  Cost: 
$25/person - $5 additional for persons from the same congregation.  

Contact Karen Mathias-Long karen@nepsynod.org.      
 
St. Peter’s Hanover invites you to join us for a prayer vigil on Oct 

15th, from 4 to 8 PM.  In light of today’s world events, we feel that we 
would like to open our church doors to anyone who feels the need to 
connect with our Lord in a quiet, prayerful environment.  Bibles and 
devotional booklets will be available for your use. 

 
Oct. 23, 2016 – 2:30 PM: The choirs of St. Peter’s, Hanover invite you 
to a concert of sacred music by composer, Joseph Martin. Mr. Martin 

has been commissioned by the Music Ministry of St. Peter’s to write 
an anthem in celebration of the 175th Anniversary of our congregation.  
Although many of you have heard his music throughout the years, we 

felt that a concert dedicated to his majestic compositions would be a 
fitting way to showcase his talent as a writer of sacred music.  Come 
join us for an afternoon of beautiful sacred music and liturgical dance.  
Feel the peace, the wonder and the magnificence of our Lord through 

the great artistry of Joseph Martin.  Light refreshments will be served.  
A free-will offering will be taken to help defray the cost of the anthem 
commission. 
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Trick or Treat 
 
At the end of this month across our Lehigh Mission District, we will be 
celebrating Reformation Sunday in a variety of ways within our 

congregations.  Some of those celebrations will involve special music, 
while others will involve a special preacher for the day.  For those who 
are Protestant it is indeed a special day that marks “the beginning” of 

our denomination.  Some of you, who are reading this, might even 
remember we had our own Mission District Reformation Service, held in 
the evening on Reformation Sunday to which all were invited.   

 
Yet, have you ever wondered why we celebrate Reformation Sunday, 
on the last Sunday of October, and so close to Halloween?  Well, it was 
no accident that Martin Luther chose October 31st to nail his 95 theses 

to the castle door in Wittenberg, Germany – an act which many view as 
the start of the Protestant Reformation.  It had nothing to do with 
goblins or ghosts, candy or costumes.  Rather, Luther knew that on the 

next day, All Saints Day, everyone in town would file past on their way 
to church, and thus would notice his posting.  You could say it was 
tricky timing. 

 
Yet while church leaders probably did not see it this way at the time, 
Luther also provided the entire church with a treat.  You see, Luther’s 
95 theses got people talking about church, faith, and theology.  And that 

was a good thing – a treat. 
 
Almost 500 years later we still debate some of the things Luther wrote 

about, as Christians continue to struggle with how to be true to the 
calling of Jesus.  It is a challenge.  Join others at The Lutheran 
Center on October 30th from 2:00-5:00 PM as we discuss “a new 

reformation” and ways to meet this challenge today in our Lehigh 
Mission District.  Following an opening devotional, Associate to the 
Bishop, Pastor Kurt Garbe, will set the stage for our discussion and 
sharing.  Following our discussion all are invited to stay for a free 

supper.  Come and be a part of this event!!  More detailed information 
was sent to congregations, as well as being included in last month’s 
newsletter.  Registrations are encouraged, so as to insure proper 

arrangement can be made for supper.  Email your response to our 
Lehigh Mission District Secretary, at stough@rcn.com.   
 

Bishop Eaton of our ELCA has said that the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation “provides a powerful focal point for reaffirming who we are 
as a Lutheran Church and understanding what God is calling this 
church to be in its ongoing reformation”.  We do not always agree as to 

how to revitalize our churches.  But relationships thrive not so much on 
agreement as on honest and open communication.  Join our 
conversation, on the 30th. 

 
Faith is full of tricks and treats! 
 
Pastor Jerel Gade 

LMD Dean   
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
OPERATION SUNSHINE 

36 S. 8th St, Allentown, PA 18101 
Phone:  610-435-9155 

Open: Mon 11-3 Wed. 9-4 
 

E-mail:  LMDopsunshine@aol.com 
Web site: www.LMDopsunshine.com 

 
Paula & Dick Skelly  Co-Trip Coordinators 

Day of Trip Emergency Number 610-417-3286 
 

Operation Sunshine is a non-profit fellowship opportunity within our 
Mission District, run solely by volunteers. Please join us and invite your 

friends as we enjoy a variety of venues together. 

 
October 13 (Thur.) – Penn’s Peak – Bill Haley’s Comets - The Comet’s Rock 
and Roll Show is an energetic entertaining show featuring fun, comedy, dance 
and music that keeps the crowds laughing, clapping and singing along to all the 
oldies and classic rock favorites.  With the harmonies and choreography  of the 
two poodle skirted and car hop uniform.  All luncheon shows come complete 
with a family  sty le meal including the ever popular Penn’s Peak Pot Roast, all 
non-alcoholic beverages (alcohol available for purchase). 
Bus leaves St. Timothy’s at 10:30 AM and will return approx. 4:30 PM    
Cost $80   Payment Deadline:  Thurs., Sept. 22    
 
November 17 (Thurs) – Media Theatre – “A Christmas Story, The Musical” 
– Get in the mood for Black Friday shopping and the upcoming Christmas 
season along with Ralphie and his family  as they weave their way through life 
from the “major award” of the lady ’s leg lamp to the “adorable” but 
embarrassing footed bunny pajamas for Ralphie.  See how Ralphie tries to 
convince his parents, his teacher, and a grumpy department store Santa that a 
Red Ryder B.B. gun really  is the perfect gift for a kid of the 1940s.  Prior to the 
show enjoy a delicious lunch at Spasso Italian Grill. 
Bus Leaves St. Timothy’s at 10:00 AM and will return approx. 6 PM 
Cost $89   Payment Deadline:  Thurs., Sept. 29 
 
December 3 (SATURDAY!) – American Music Theatre – Christmas Show 
Winter Wonderland -   Something new for Operation Sunshine – a trip on 
Saturday.  Due to the popularity  of this show, even as early  as March when we 
tried to book a performance, the best seats were available to us on Saturday.  
Experience the beautiful vocals, dynamic dancing, and impressive 
instrumentals of the critically  acclaimed AMT singers, dancers, and orchestra as 
they perform the very best of your spiritual and secular holiday favorites.  The 
2016 Christmas Show: Winter Wonderland will be a great value, feel-good 
holiday event filled with yuletide whimsy and winter wonder that celebrates both 
the magic and the meaning of Christmas.  Witness a beautiful Christmas town, 
an enchanting trip to the North Pole, powerhouse vocals, dazzling scenery, and 
lots more.  A delicious family  sty le lunch awaits us at the Fulton Steamboat Inn 
before the show. 
Bus leaves St. Timothy’s at 11:00 AM and will return approximately 
7:00PM   Cost $98   Payment Deadline:  Thurs., Nov. 3 
 

 
***Join us September 10-20, 2017 *** 
ON THE TRAIL of MARTIN LUTHER 

 
Travel with Operation Sunshine and Collette faith on a trip to Germany to 
celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation with highlights on the trip of 
v isits to Mainz, Worms, Gutenberg Museum, Erfurt, Wartburg Castle, 
Lutherhaus, Eisleben, Dresden, Leipzig, St. Thomas Church, Wittenberg, St. 
Mary’s Church and Berlin.  For a flyer and pricing information, please contact 
the Operation Sunshine office. 
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