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Sharing our faith by sharing God’s love!

St. Timothy Mission Statement
Nurtured and sustained by God’s love,

we are called and inspired to share His love with our neighbor,
to make God’s story known, and to help our neighbors near and far 

…so that all may experience God’s love.

 Oh, how I love this fast-approaching holiday season. The aromas that fill the house will 
bring me to my happy place. There isn’t anything finer than the smell of onions and celery 
sautéing for the base of a good bread stuffing. These smells also remind me of great times 
of fellowship when family and friends gather to sit as one. Do you have similar memories of 
days of old?
 But today is a new day. Is it not? Today reminds me of the work that needs to happen 
before all those people arrive. Today reminds me that our family has changed. The faces 
will be different at that fellowship table and the number of faces will be less. It’s just a fact 
of life. None the less, we will still have a great time of fellowship and memories will be 
made. They will just be made through different experiences.
 At a council retreat on October 8, we heard a Bible passage from Luke 5:37-38. This 
passage talks about putting new wine into old wineskins. If one does this, either the 
wineskin will burst or the wine inside will turn to vinegar. New wine needs to go into 
new wineskins so that both are preserved. This passage speaks to our need to allow new 
experiences to be experienced as new. To expect the new experience to be the same from 
years’ past will just end in a sour taste.
 St. Timothy is a place that is filled with sweet aromas. The fellowship and memories 
made yesterday permeates the walls. But, today is a new day. Is it not? No longer is 
tradition a way in which the world gathers. No longer is a gathering driven by one, unless 
it is for a very brief encounter. Today, people gather to achieve very intentional work. They 
gather for community growth not for social encounters. Therefore, we should be asking 
what are church can do inside this new reality; and, how can our church become a new 
vessel for this new reality.
 Right now, the council has decided to open conversation with The Barn once again. 
This conversation will focus on partnership—actively working together to spread the Word 

Thanks and Praise,
                       Thanks and Praise

Continued on page 3—see VICAR



Date Day Special Events Readings

Nov. 6 Sunday All Saints Day Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18; Psalm 149; 
 10:30 a.m. Woodwind Quintet Ephesians 1:11-23; Luke 6:20-31 
  with Bell Choir

Nov. 13 Sunday Pentecost 26 Malachi 4:1-2a; Psalm 98; 
 10:30 a.m. Faith Commitment Day 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19 
  Rite of Wholeness 

Nov. 20 Sunday Christ the King Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalm 46; 
 10:30 a.m. Rev. Woody Maxon presides Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43 
  Covenant Brass              

Nov. 23 Wednesday Thanksgiving Eve  At Christ Lutheran 
 7:30 p.m.  Hamilton St [between 13th & 12th Sts.] 
   Allentown

Nov. 27 Sunday Advent 1 Isaiah 2:1–5; Psalm 122; 
 10:30 a.m. Rev. Tom Lichner preaches Romans 13:11–14; Matthew 24:36-44

November Worship Calendar
Sunday School – 9 am in Fellowship Hall • Adult Forum – 9 a.m. in Lounge 

Sunday Morning Worship – 10:30 a.m.

Moving?  New Email?
Change Your Phone No.?

We constantly struggle in this mobile society we 
live in to keep up with everyone’s current mailing 
and contact information. We are asking everyone 
to make sure the information we have is up-to-date 
by completing the form below and either mail it to 
the church secretary or drop it in the offering plate.
Name

Address

City                                                                 State      Zip Code

Home Phone                                                       M include in Directory
Home Phone                                                       M omit from Directory
Cell Phone (optional)                                          M include in Directory
Home Phone                                                       M omit from Directory
Work Phone (optional)                                        M include in Directory
Home Phone                                                       M omit from Directory
Email                                                                    M include in Directory
Home Phone                                                       M omit from Directory

Please send my copy                                      M Mail (Post Office)
of the newsletter to me via:                          M Email

 PLEASE PLACE COMPLETED FORM IN 
OFFERING PLATE OR DROP IN THE MAIL.

Page 2 Epistle from St. Timothy November 2016

NE PA SYNOD WEB SITE
www.godslove.org or www.nepsynod.org

for information about our synod   

ELCA WEB SITE
www.elca.org

for information about our national church

EPISTLE FROM ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
is a publication of St. Timothy Evangelical Lutheran Church (ELCA).
EPISTLE FROM ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH. Published 
monthly except August by St. Timothy Evangelical Lutheran Church, 140 
South Ott Street, Allentown, PA 18104-6197. Questions or comments may 
be directed to the Editor, Epistle from St. Timothy, St. Timothy Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, 140 South Ott Street, Allentown, Pennsylvania 18104-6197.

Find us on Facebook at
facebook.com/sttimothyallentownpa

Follow us on Twitter at
twitter.com/StTimAPa

ST. TIMOTHY’s EMAIL
office@sttimothylc.org

FIND MORE EMAIL ADDRESSES AT:
www.sttimothylc.org

http://godslove.org
http://nepsynod.org
http://www.elca.org
http://facebook.com/sttimothyallentownpa
http://twitter.com/StTimAPa
mailto:office%40sttimothylc.org?subject=NEWSLETTER
http://www.sttimothylc.org
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VICAR (continued from page 1)

of God through worship and outreach. If these 
conversations are going to be successful, we need to 
be open to a totally new way of being St. Timothy. 
Please be advised that you may notice some changes 
in how we worship and what is asked of you when 
you come to worship. I don’t want to put any new 
tasks on your shoulders. Instead, I hope to relieve 

A Message from Pr. Woody
 When I drive to church in the morning during 
this time of year, I am greeted with a lovely corridor 
of leaves of almost every color. This is a time of year 
when we can indeed be thankful for the many gifts 
God gives to us so freely. How do we say thank 
you to a loving God who provides us with bounty 
beyond measure?
 For thousands of years the people of God have 
in a small way have tried to thank God through the 
festivals of harvest celebrations. The Jewish people 
celebrated the harvest with song, dance and a 
meal of celebration. The Pilgrims celebrated their 
deliverance from starvation in a new land. Abraham 
Lincoln set aside a day to allow the blessed people 
of the United States to say thank you in their own 
way with a day of family time, eating and of course 
later, football.
 I think of myself as fortunate because I have 
the memory of going over the river and through 
the woods to Aunt Rose’s house. Her home sat on 
a small hill surrounded by a forest. All the leaves 
would be covering the ground as we drove up. The 
crisp northern Ohio air would greet us as we climbed 
out of the car. The turkey would smell wonderful. 
My cousins and other relatives would be there and 
it was a great time! By the way, my aunt did not 
have a television set so we actually had to talk with 

each other. It was a special and unique time and an 
experience that I don’t think we will see any more. 
 It was not a better time; it was only a different 
time. Thanksgiving Day is still celebrated. People 
don’t drive over a river and through the woods so 
much anymore. Now, families of all sorts, sizes and 
traditions get together for the special time of a meal 
together. As these families take a moment to be 
around a table, many turkeys will be eaten, mashed 
potatoes by the mountain will be consumed and of 
course there is always stuffing… I mean filling. And 
people with thankful hearts will gather and offer a 
prayer before digging in and eating. This all happens 
before making their way to watch a football game. 
Perhaps, some of them will still be enjoying the 
afterglow of an almost Eagles win or even a Penn 
State victory. 
 So, these November days, enjoy what God 
has given to you. Feel God’s love and presence in 
your heart. Take a moment to thank your God in a 
peaceful time of prayer for yourself and take one 
more breath to pray for someone else not quite as 
fortunate as you. Spend a prayerful time thinking 
of those in Haiti and Syria and down the street in 
Allentown. It is in remembering the needs of others 
that we show our true thankfulness.

some of those tasks so that Sunday worship can be 
a time of praise, respite, and reflection. As these 
changes occur, I ask that you be in honest feedback 
to the change. But, please come with an open mind 
so that the new will have a chance.
 Your brother in Christ,
 Senior Seminarian Brian Riedy
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Basic First Aid for Common Household Injuries – Part 1
 More accidents and injuries occur in the home than in any other place. Frequently, we have an internal 
debate with ourselves as to how to treat these home acquired injuries. Listed below are several injuries and 
their associated remedies. Because of the number of possible injuries that may occur in the home, only 
several will be addressed this month. Additional injuries will be addressed in the December newsletter.

 • Blisters—If a blister is not causing too much pain, try to keep it intact. Breaking a blister creates an 
opening for bacteria to enter resulting in an infection. The unbroken skin over a blister provides a 
barrier to bacteria. Cover a blister with a bandage. Most blisters occur on the feet caused by friction. 
Attach a piece of moleskin to the inside of your shoe where it might have a tendency to rub your foot. 
Wearing gloves on your hands can reduce the development of blisters on your hands.

 • Bruises—When a blood vessel breaks near the surface of the skin, it allows a small amount of blood to 
leak into the tissues under the skin. The result is a black and blue mark that changes color as it heals. A 
bandage usually is not necessary for a bruise unless the skin is broken. If the bruise is large, elevate the 
injured area and apply an ice pack or a cold cloth for about ten minutes several times a day for a day or 
two. Acetaminophen (Tylenol) or ibuprofen (Motrin, Advil) may be taken to reduce pain and swelling. 
Pain that persists after several days, from what appeared to be a minor injury, should be checked by 
medical personnel.

 • Burns—For minor burns, cooling the burn aids in soothing the pain. Hold the burned area under 
cool, not cold, running water for 10 to 15 minutes or until the pain eases. Seek medical attention for 
major burns.

• First degree burn—Only the outer layer of skin is involved. Redness, swelling and pain may occur.
• Second degree burn—It may cause blotchy skin, swelling, pain and blisters. If the burn covers 

a large area, seek medical attention; if it is less than three inches it probably can be treated as a 
minor burn.

• Third degree burn—This is the most serious type of burn and involves all layers of the skin and 
underlying fat and can even involve muscle and bone. Third degree burns need medical attention.

 • Cuts and Scrapes—Before treating a minor cut or scrape, wash your hands. If bleeding occurs, apply 
gentle pressure with a sterile bandage or clean cloth. After the bleeding stops, clean the wound. 
Use water directly over the wound and clean the area around the would with soap and a wash cloth. 
Prevent soap from getting directly on the wound as it can cause irritation. After cleaning the wound, 
apply a thin layer of Neosporin or Polysporin ointment. Contrary to popular belief, these ointments 
do not make the would heal faster, but they interfere with the development of infection and aid the 
natural healing process. Cover the wound to keep it clean. Whenever the bandage becomes wet 
or dirty change it—at a minimum change it one time a day. Deep cuts may need sutures. A tetanus 
injection may be called for if the wound is deep and dirty and if the person has not had one in the past 
five years.

Adapted from the Mayo Clinic
(to be continued in December)
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140 South Ott Street • Allentown, Pennsylvania 18104-6196 
610.435.6512 • Fax 610.435.4541 

office@sttimothylc.org                        www.sttimothylc.org 

                  St. Timothy Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 
                          Sharing Our Faith by sharing God’s Love! 

 
October 11, 2017 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
November is fast approaching.  Therefore, it is time that we, at St. Timothy, focus on 
Stewardship.  Since last February, there has been a stewardship focus in the lobby of the 
church.  This has been in the form of a table which highlights a particular ministry.  This was 
done to remind us that stewardship is a yearlong event.  The tradition at St. Timothy is to have 
a stewardship week where we commit to a certain amount of giving.  I will honor that tradition.  
I do ask that you honor my request to be in intentional prayer as to what God is calling you to 
share from the blessings bestowed upon you from God.  Stewardship is the way in which we 
use all that God has entrusted to our care so to show love toward our neighbors.  This year, 
make love your aim in your financial commitment to the church. 
 
I have asked the Financial Secretary to print out a chart of giving for the 2015 year.   This chart 
reflected your generous outpouring of resources to make ministry possible at St. Timothy.  I 
would like to challenge you to continue that outpouring of funds.  While the congregation is in 
conversation about the future and things are up in the air, the ministries of St. Timothy are as 
alive and vital as ever.  This means that funds need to be received to continue reaching out to 
others by opening our building as a ministry and by taking ourselves with supplies to those in 
need. 
 
Congregation Council and other leaders will continue to study questions of the future in the 
coming year. In the meantime, it is as important as ever to be faithful stewards of God’s gifts.  
Enclosed is a Commitment Card.  On Faith Commitment Sunday, November 13, we invite you 
to offer to the Lord your commitment for next year. If you aren’t able to attend that day, please 
mail your commitment to the office. 
 
My humble thanks I give to you for allowing me to enjoy pastoral duties here, both the joys and 
sorrows.  I look forward to continual discernment about the vision for St. Timothy and the 
ministries we can support because of that vision. 
 
Your fellow servant,  
 
 
 
Vicar Brian Riedy, Senior Seminarian 
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Health
Cabinet

by Jerry Rounds

Focus on Men
 Men, whether we know it or not, we all suffer 
from andropause, and it begins at age 30. This is 
something I learned from Dr. Terry Martin, Program 
Director of Geriatric Medicine at Sacred Heart 
Hospital, during our seminar on Men’s Health, held 
on Sept. 29 for the Parish Nurses. “What?” I said to 
myself, “Is that why my mind is telling me I’m still a 
young 60 when my body is screaming at me—you’re 
74?” Talk about bad news. But it is what happens to 
us as we grow older—the aging male.
 Andropause may begin at 30, but it is full 
blown by 40 as we gradually lose our testosterone 
levels and it never ceases as long as we live. The 
results are the thinning of bones, decrease in sexual 
function, the building up a belly fat, changes in 
our metabolism, hardening of the arteries, and the 
famous midlife crisis we men suffer. This is when we 
ask, “What am I?” “What do I do next?”
 The problem is our society and we don’t 
talk about andropause. We do not except it. 
And we don’t want to know it’s happening to us. 
Testosterone treatment is one way of reversing these 
bodily changes in us, but there are, of course, the 
side effects.
 Dr. Martin did list several ways we can help level 
off the losses. Eat a proper diet (that word again), 
weight loss, avoid alcohol, regular exercise (Silver 
Sneakers), eat protein rich foods, cut back on sugar 
(I hear those cookies calling), and Vitamin D (2,000 
units daily). Also interval training can help. Walk 60 
seconds then run 30 seconds (or a fast walk). It’s a 2 
to 1 ratio. And get 7-8 hours sleep, trying to go to 
bed at the same time each night.
 What is the Happy Ending? More sensitive, listen 
better, more thoughtful, more relaxed, enjoy life 
more, less aggressive, and lessening of the affects of 
chronic diseases we already have. 
 This all means we must be proactive in our health 
care. So be it.

 We pray weekly for our members at home. Every 
month we highlight a portion our list of homebound 
members so that you can send cards, and perhaps 
make a visit!
 Here is this month’s list (birthday in italics):
 Margaret (Peg) Leiby, 2868 Reading Road, 
Allentown, Pa. 18103 (November 1)
 Mrs. Ruth Reichenbach, Luther Crest, 800 
Hausman Rd., Health Center #541, Allentown, PA 
18104 (June 25)
 Earl Lichtenwalner, 3311 W. Union Street, 
Allentown, PA 18104 (December 2)
 Mary Schnable, (At Phoebe) Mail to:1696 
Jackson St. Whitehall, PA 18052-4174 (August 28)
 Carl DeFleur, (Information to follow)
 November birthdays include:
 Margaret (Peg) Leiby, (see above) (November 1)
 Steven Hader, Moravian Hall Square, 175 W. 
North St., Nazareth, PA 18064 (November 11)

 Allentown AARP Chapter #5415 will meet 
November 3, at St. Timothy Church, 140 So. Ott St., 
Allentown. Social hour with refreshments at noon.
Program: Allen High School Allen Chorale at 1 p.m. 
followed by a business meeting. Non-members 
and guests are welcome. Bring a non-perishable 
food item for the Allentown Food Bank. For more 
information, call Jeanne at 610-437-4265.



Working together to trace and color 

our bodies

The children with Kim Riedy, one of our 

super teachers

Working with Dr. Mark to make name tags
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Seen Around…

Glorious Day playing at 2016 CROP Walk

Having fun making decorations for the Fall Fling dance.

Yes, there are three colors on the candy corn decoration, just like 

three parts of the Trinity, joining to be one God!



Making the white boards shine
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Seen Around…

The Cleaning Team makes short work of 
windows and sills

Fantastic job on the white tables

Time to taste the pizzas we made

Glorious Day Praise Band—(Front, L to R) Nancy Fennell, Lynne Focht, Bonnie 
Slocki, Diana Benner. (Back, L to R) Jess Keller, Don Hilbert, Kevin Bechtel, 
Jonanthan Moseback, Rick Coleman, Homer Wentz, Rick Focht.

Yum!! Dinner and a movie!
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C O N G R E G A T I O N S

HOPE SPRINGS AT 
ABIDING MINISTRIES

O
n Sunday, Aug. 24, 2014, the last 
hymn was sung, the blessing 
was said and the doors closed on 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, in 
Pittsburgh, Pa. Bethlehem had 
merged with another congregation, 

and its 100-year-old building was scheduled to be 
torn down.   

That is, until a connection was made with Abiding 
Ministries—a new ELCA faith community in 
Pittsburgh. Abiding Ministries was in search of a 
space and found a fit in the vacant church building. 
But it needed work. 

“There were stray cats living in the building, the 
lights didn’t work, the roof leaked. We came in and 
got things cleaned up,” remembered Christine Rotella, 
mission developer for Abiding Ministries. 

In less than a year, the new congregation has become 
an important part of the neighborhood, offering 
a meal and worship on Sundays and financial 
workshops during the week. Abiding Ministries has 
become a source of hope where many experience 
extreme poverty: “God has provided me with a new 
spiritual and physical energy here," said Moses, a 
member there. Another member, Patrick, added, 
“[This church] has restored my faith, something I had 
given up on since I was a child.” 

Children are even showing up after school for 
fellowship, snacks and support in a safe space. Once 
Rotella came across a group of five boys caught in a 
street fight with adults and pulled them inside the 
church. That afternoon ended with songs in the choir 

loft instead of violence. Two of boys came back and 
sang in worship that Sunday, and they have been 
visiting the church on and off ever since. 

“One asked if his funeral could be in the church and if 
I would do the prayers,” said Rotella. “He tried to talk 
about needing a casket for bodily resurrection but did 
not have words. We are right where God wants us.”

A portion of your offering is used by your synod and the ELCA 
churchwide organization to support new congregations like 
Abiding Ministries and the mission developers who lead them.



DEADLINE
for the

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER…
NOVEMBER 15!
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Dear Friends,
 On behalf of the Allentown Area Ecumenical 
Food Bank, we would like to thank you for your 
donation of 11 bags of food!
 Because of you caring and sharing, we 
are able to feed those less fortunate in our 
community. We are currently serving between 
200 and 250 families per week.
 Again, thank you for your donation.
   Sincerely,
   AAEFB

Dear Evelyn, 
 A Thank You to you and the women from St. 
Timothy’s for the quilts for our Street Medicine 
Team. As the weather turns colder, they will offer 
comfort and warmth.
 Your thoughtful act of kindness is 
appreciated by many. 
  Best Wishes,
  Colin 
  Lehigh Valley Health Network
  Development Department

Dear members of St. Timothy,
 With gratitude and thanksgiving, we wish to 
thank Wegman’s for the gift card they
gave our church. Through the kindness of Carol 
Baum who consulted the manager 
concerning the possibility of ordering needed 
food for our Daybreak dinners, Wegman’s
presented her/us with a gift card of $150 toward 
the purchase of needed food.
 We are sincerely grateful for their kindness, 
thoughtfulness and generosity.
  Very truly yours,
  The Daybreak Team

Baby Quilts

 The quilters have two hand-quilted baby quilts 
available. If you are in need of a baby gift, please 
contact Loretta Wiltraut.
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The Recycling Corner
Have you ever wondered how to recycle some of the items around the house? How to be better  stewards of God’s earth 
and help others at the same time? Here are some of our ongoing projects:
 ARTICLES WHERE TO PUT THEM PERSON IN CHARGE
Sheet blankets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Quilting committee
Soda cans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Nancy Fennell (for Scouts)
Men’s socks in good condition . . . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Nancy Fennell (Alliance Hall)
Toiletries (from hotels/motels) . . . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Nancy Fennell (Alliance Hall)
Card fronts (from greeting cards) . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Nancy Fennell (St. Jude’s Home for Children)
Eyeglasses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Nancy Fennell (Center for Visually Handicapped)
Good used sneakers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Nancy Fennell (Alliance Hall)
Plastic bags . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Nancy Fennell (Food Bank)
Styrofoam Peanuts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Nancy Fennell (recycled @ Mailbox)
Styrofoam blocks, cups, plates and 
    trays (meat, cookies, etc.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nancy Fennell (recycled @ Bethlehem Recycling)
General Mills box tops for education;
cash register receipts from Redner’s & Fairgrounds Market;
Campbell’s labels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Appropriate boxes in narthex . . . . . Cheryl Christensen
Rubber Bands* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Nancy Fennell (*from newspapers)
Current Calendars. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cabinet in narthex . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anyone who can use them
Empty printer, fax machine or desktop
copier cartridges. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Nancy Fennell (recycled @ FundingFactory)
Old cell phones. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Nancy Fennell (recycled @ FundingFactory)
Women’s and Men’s business attire and accessories… (for “The Perfect Fit”/”First Impressions for Men”)
      (Must be Clean, Good Condition/gently used laundered/ironed) 
      IN SEASON ONLY!!! . . . . . . . . . . Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . Gloria Hinrichs

Thanks for your help and cooperation with these projects!

Seen Around…

Senior Seminarian Brian 
Riedy with Sunday 

School class



Key: [F] = Fellowship Hall      [L] = Lounge     [P] = Pastor’s Office     [NV] = Nave
[N] = Nursery     [LB] = Library     [YR] = Youth Room     [LP] = Land of Promise

1
9 am-12 pm–Quilters 
[L]
11 am-4:30 pm–Vicar 
in Office
12-4 pm–Office Open
2:30 pm–Staff Meeting 
[L]
6:30 pm–Cub Scouts 
[F]

2
12-4 pm–Office Open
6:30 pm–Praise Band 
Rehearsal [L]
6:45 pm–Bell Choir 
Rehearsal [NV]
7 pm–Allentown 
Hiking Club [F]
7:30 pm–Senior Choir 
Rehearsal [NV]
7:30 pm–Venture Crew 
[F]

3
10 am-3 pm–Vicar in 
Office
10:30 am-3 pm–AARP 
[F]
12-4 pm–Office Open
6:30 pm–Decorate for 
dance [F]

4
10:30 am-2:30 pm–
Vicar in Office
12-4 pm–Office Open
6:30-11 pm–Chess 
Club [L]
7-9:30 pm–Harvest Fall 
Fling Dance [F]

5

6 All Saints Day
9 am–Sunday School 
[F]
9 am–Adult Forum [L]
10:30 am–Worship 
Vicar Riedy presides 
Bell Choir 
~11:30 am–Blood 
Pressure Screening [N]

7
OFFICE CLOSED
7 pm–Boy Scouts [F]

8
11 am-4:30 pm–Vicar 
in Office
12-4 pm–Office Open
2:30 pm–Staff Meeting 
[L]
3:30 pm–Worship & 
Music Committee [L]
6:30 pm–Cub Scouts 
[F]

9
12-4 pm–Office Open
6:30 pm–Praise Band 
Rehearsal [NV]
7:30 pm–Senior Choir 
Rehearsal [NV]
7:30 pm–Venture Crew 
[F]

10
10 am-3 pm–Vicar in 
Office
12-4 pm–Office Open
2 pm–Daybreak 
Mission Team
6-9 pm–Scout 
Leadership Meeting [F]
7-9 pm–3D Meeting [L]

11
10:30 am-2:30 pm–
Vicar in Office
12-4 pm–Office Open
6:30-11 pm–Chess 
Club [L]

12

13 Pentecost 26
9 am–Sunday School 
[F]
9 am–Adult Forum [L]
10:30 am–Praise 
Worship 
Vicar Riedy presides
Faith Commitment 
Sunday
Rite of Wholeness

14
OFFICE CLOSED
9 am–Property 
Committee
7 pm–Boy Scouts [F]

15
9 am-12 pm–Quilters 
[L]
11 am-4:30 pm–Vicar 
in Office
12-4 pm–Office Open
2:30 pm–Staff Meeting 
[L]
6:30 pm–Cub Scouts 
[F]
TBA–Joint 
Collaborative Council 
Meeting [L]

DECEMBER 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE

16
12-4 pm–Office Open
7:30 pm–Senior Choir 
Rehearsal [NV]
7:30 pm–Venture Crew 
[F]

17 
10 am-3 pm–Vicar in 
Office 
12-4 pm–Office Open
Operation Sunshine in 
Parking Lot

18
10:30 am-2:30 pm–
Vicar in Office
12-4 pm–Office Open
6:30-11pm–Chess 
Club [L]

19

20 Christ the King
6:30 am–St. Paul’s 
Mission Team
9 am–Sunday School 
[F]
9 am–Adult Forum [L] 
with Pr. Maxon [L]
10:30 am–Worship 
Pr. Woody Maxon 
~11:30 am-12 pm–
Congregation Council 
Meeting [L]
1-8 pm–Private Event 
[F]

21
OFFICE CLOSED
7 pm–Boy Scouts [F]
7 pm–NAMI Mental 
Health Support Group 
[L]

22
11 am-4:30 pm–Vicar 
in Office
12-4 pm–Office Open
2:30 pm–Staff Meeting 
[L]
6:30 pm–Cub Scouts 
[F]

23
12-4 pm–Office Open
TBA–Praise Band 
Rehearsal [NV]
TBA–Senior Choir 
Rehearsal [NV]
7:30 pm–Venture Crew 
[F]
Thanksgiving Eve 
Worship at Christ 
Lutheran Church

24 Thanksgiving
OFFICE CLOSED

25
10:30 am-2:30 pm–
Vicar in Office
12-4 pm–Office Open
6:30-11pm–Chess 
Club [L]

26

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

27 Advent 1
9 am–Sunday School 
[F]
9 am–Adult Forum [L]
10:30 am–Worship 
Vicar Brian Riedy 
Pr. Tom Lichner 
preaches

28  
OFFICE CLOSED
7 pm–Boy Scouts [F]

29
11 am-4:30 pm–Vicar 
in Office
12-4 pm–Office Open
2:30 pm–Staff Meeting 
[L]
6:30 pm–Cub Scouts 
[F]

30
12-4 pm–Office Open
6:30 pm–Praise Band 
Rehearsal [L]
6:45 pm–Bell Choir 
Rehearsal [NV]
7:30 pm–Senior Choir 
Rehearsal [NV]



Learning Ministries Day  
Something for Everyone 

Saturday, January 29, 2017 
Mindfulness. Faith, sexism and 
justice. Youth worship planning. 
Faith in the public life. Luther and 
science. Adult Bible studies. The 
changing church. Creation care in 
the church. A Bible study on 
Revelation. Confirmation. Healing 
the wounds of racism. Service 
learning. Reforming Sunday school.  

These are just a few 
of the themes for this 
year’s Learning 
Ministries Day, 
“Growing in Faith: 
Always [Re]Forming,” 

to be held at St. Peter Lutheran 
Church in Bethlehem on Saturday, 
January 29. Registration begins  at 
8:30 AM, and the day concludes at 
3:00 PM. Workshops will be offered 
both in the morning and afternoon. 

The keynote speaker is Beth Lewis, 
President and CEO of 1517 Media 
(formerly Augsburg Fortress). 
Through December 31, the cost for 
the event per person is $30 
(includes lunch). After that date, the 
cost will be $45. 

For more information and to 
register, visit the synod website at  
http://nepasynod.org (under the 
events tab). Information was also in 
the synod mailing this month. Or 
you may contact Karen Matthias-
Long at karen@nepsynod.org or 
610-266-5101. 
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Reading Lutheran Parish 
God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday 

On Sunday morning, September 11, members and rostered leaders of the 
Reading Lutheran Parish (RLP), a partnership of the 12 congregations and 
one synodically authorized worshipping community in Reading, came 
together to commemorate the 15th anniversary of the 2001 attacks and to 
participate in the ELCA's "God's Work. Our Hands.” emphasis.  

The day began with the Lutheran community supporting the Reading Fire 
Department in its annual remembrance of first responders who lost their 
lives on 9-11-2001. The Rev. Peggy Wuertele, ministry coordinator of the 
ELCA's Region 7, spoke about her memories of the day. At the time she 
served as a pastor in Queens. A joint RLP choir sang Amazing Grace just 
before 10:00 a.m., the time when a plane crashed into the second of the 
Twin Towers.  

Following the Fire Department observance, nearly 200 Lutherans along 
with visitors from the community remained for a joint worship service. Pr. 
Wuertele's sermon focused on forgiveness in the midst of grief. The day of 
remembrance and service continued with a picnic lunch and several 
service projects, including the assembly of personal care kits for guests at 
Opportunity House, a local shelter. The day's offering was contributed to 
The Battle of the Badges, a scholarship program for children of police and 
fire fighters.

http://nepasynod.org
http://nepasynod.org


Synod News is published monthly by the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod, ELCA 
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nepsinfo1988@gmail.com; www.godslove.org

Meet Synod Support Staff 

Laurie Christman 

Laurie is the receptionist at The 
Lutheran Center; and as such, hers is 
the first voice you usually hear when 
you call.  

Her most time-consuming duty is to 
arrange for supply pastors for nearly 
40 congregations without a regularly 
called pastor. At times this can be a 
real challenge! 

Laurie also tracks the Annual 
Congregational Reports. She records 
online any paper copies submitted to 
the synod office, and she then 
downloads all the reports to the 
synod’s server. 

In addition to all the above, she 
maintains the synod calendar; so 
please contact her if you want 
something scheduled. 

Laurie has worked in church positions 
for 30 years. She started at the synod 
office in 1984, and later worked for 
the ELCA disaster response team. 
When that office relocated to Chicago, 
she joined the staff at St. John's 
Allentown. 13 years later she rejoined 
the synod staff in her present position. 

Laurie and her husband, Rodney, have 
two adult sons, and are members at 
Hope, Cherryville.

“Beer and Hymns” 
Brings Praise to Public Spaces 

Last November, historic Trinity Lutheran in downtown Reading began 
offering “Beer and Hymns” events at local pubs and restaurants. About 
every other month at various venues, participants gather together to 
sing songs of faith, share a meal, and raise a glass in the finest Lutheran 
tradition.   

Hymn sheets are provided and various accompanists lead sets of 3-4 
hymns, providing opportunities between sets for everyone to eat, drink 
and visit. There is no preaching or proselytizing at “Beer and Hymns”. 

Trinity’s senior pastor, Alan Wolkenhauer, established a similar event 
with his previous congregation in Dunedin, Florida. He says that “Beer 
and Hymns” gives members an opportunity to invite friends, neighbors,  
and family members to experience a Christian community that is fun-
loving, open and welcoming.  

He has found that people are often more willing to invite and to accept 
an invitation to an event like “Beer and Hymns” than they would be for a 
typical church gathering. Events in Reading have averaged about 80 
participants from over a dozen different churches, as well as guests who 
are unaffiliated with any church.   

Pastor Wolkenhauer’s favorite “Beer and Hymns” experience is that of a 
young gay man who said at an event in Florida, “I haven’t been to church 
for over ten years and I thought that God hated me. Tonight was the first 
time in a very long time that I really experienced the love of God.” 

“Beer and Hymns” in Reading is co-sponsored by Trinity’s covenant 
partner, Christ Episcopal Church.  The next event:  “Beer and Christmas 
Carols,” will be held on Tuesday, December 13 at GNA Restaurant in 
West Reading.  Follow the Facebook page “Beer and Hymns Reading”  
for more photos and information.

mailto:nepsinfo1988@gmail.com
http://www.godslove.org
mailto:nepsinfo1988@gmail.com
http://www.godslove.org
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December 2016 LMD NL news will be due November 14, 2016.  E-
Mail any information to me at lmd.newslettereditor@gmail.com. 
 
"Journey through Grief":  Luther Crest will host a "Journey through 
Grief" group on Mons, continuing through Nov. 7, 10:30 a.m.-
noon.  For more information or registration, please contact Lutheran 
Congregational Services, 610-770-9205.  This 6-week series is open 
to all; and there is no fee, thanks to the generosity of J.S. Burkholder 
Funeral Home. 
 
Redeemer is celebrating her 90th anniversary this year: Mark your 
calendars for the following dates.  Sat, Oct 22nd, 6 pm - An evening of 
Sacred Music featuring the choirs and musicians of the West Side 
Collaborative. Reception follows.  Sun, Nov 6th, 10:15 am - All Saints 
Worship- Redeemer Homecoming service. Reception follows. All are 
welcome.  Please call the church office 610-434-1291 for more 
information.  
 
Annual Chicken & Waffle Dinner - Join us at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church (1028 Church Street, Fogelsville) on Sat., Nov. 5th. 
Dinner will be served from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Cost: Adults $15, Children $7, under 3 are FREE.  Tickets will 
be sold at the door.  Please join us for a homemade family-style 
dinner, everyone is welcome! For more info, call 610-395-5535 or visit 
www.stjohns-fogelsville.org. 
 
Craft Bazaar at Zion Lehigh Lutheran, Alburtis, (8269 Spring Creek 
Rd.). Sat., Nov. 12th, 9:00-3:00 - Crafts, Basket Raffle, Grandma's 
Attic, Bake Sale.  Kitchen will be open.  For more information, call the 
church office at 610-395-1215. 
 
Presentations at Luther Crest - The public is cordially invited to 
attend the following presentations in Crest Hall of Luther Crest, 800 
Hausman Road, Allentown, PA 18104, Tues at 2:30 p.m., Nov 15th, 
Jason Brocius on “What is Humanism?”, Dec.6th, Dr. Manfred 
Bahmann on "What Is Family Anymore, Anyway?".  For more 
information, please contact Rev. Virginia Heimer, Diakon Chaplain for 
Luther Crest 610-391-8210. 
 
The Emmaus Chorale presents: “Because It’s Christmas”- Join us 
for a concert of The Emmaus Chorale which is scheduled for 3:00 
p.m. on Sun., Dec 11th, at Faith Presbyterian Church, North 2nd & 
Cherokee Streets, Emmaus.  A freewill offering will be taken.  The 
Chorale under the direction of Laura Rabenold, will celebrate the 
season with a variety of selections, some with piano, organ, hand 
bells and flute.  Included will be “Breath of Heaven” by Easton/Grant; 
“Because It’s Christmas” by Barry Manilow; selections from 
“Christmas Oratorio” by Saint-Saens; selections from “Frostiana” by R. 
V. Williams and more.  For more information, contact Carole Ann 
Trout at 610-398-4496. 
 
 

 
Rehab Services and 55+  Senior Living Opportunities at Luther 
Crest.  If you or someone you know is in need of rehabilitation 
services (e.g., physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech 
therapy) or would like to explore senior living opportunities for people 
age 55 or older (e.g., independent living, personal care, memory 
support, or skilled nursing), please contact Matt 610-391-8227, Mary 
Louise 610-391-8258, or Cathy 610-391-8256 at Luther Crest. 
 
Employment, Internship, and Volunteer Opportunities at Luther 
Crest.  If you or someone you know would like to explore employment, 
internship, or volunteer opportunities in nursing, dining services, 
activities, pastoral care, or other services among senior adults, please 
contact Luther Crest at 610-398-8011.  For more information, please 
contact Rev. Virginia Heimer, Diakon Chaplain for Luther Crest 610-
391-8210.  
  
Speakers Available - Luther Crest has a variety of speakers available 
to speak to congregations, adult Sunday School classes, 
organizations such as women’s and men’s groups, Bible studies, 
senior’s groups, and youth groups.  Topics include:  Alzheimer's 
Disease/Dementia, Depression, Elder Care, Caring for the Caregiver, 
Senior Housing Options, Continuum of Care, Living with Loss/Grief 
Support, Communicating during Times of Conflict, Prayer, Scripture 
Studies.  For more information or to schedule a speaker, please 
contact Rev. Virginia Heimer, Diakon Chaplain for Luther Crest 610-
391-8210. 
 
Church Council or Other Group Retreat or Meeting at Luther Crest 
We invite your congregation's Church Council or other group to hold a 
retreat or one of its meetings at Luther Crest.  To learn more or to 
schedule your Church Council or other group retreat or meeting at 
Luther Crest (with meals optional), please contact Rev. Virginia 
Heimer, Diakon Chaplain for Luther Crest 610-391-8210. 
 
Can you provide an hour or two per week to help someone who 
wants to change their life?  St Luke’s at 417 N 7th St, Allentown still 
has an ongoing need for volunteers to assist as tutors or substitutes 
for our growing multi-level ELL Program for individuals who 
desperately want to learn English.  No foreign language needed. 
Contact Leslie Talago or Pastor Lamb at 610-434-3943 or 
stluke@enter.net for class times and orientation sessions. 
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Muhlenberg College 

Community Engagement 
 

Muhlenberg College’s Office of Community Engagement (OCE) 
engages students, employees and local communities through 
partnerships intended to catalyze personal, institutional and community 
change. The OCE provides a central location on campus for 
coordinating work connecting communities including service-learning, 
community-based work-study, weekly volunteer programs, social 
justice/civic clubs, Civic Fellows, community-directed research projects, 
the Community Internship Program and community events on/off 
campus. With a focus on depth of engagement, students commit to 30 
volunteer opportunities that occur on a weekly basis with 16 different 
community partners. Each year almost 300 students spend 20 hours or 
more in a given semester connecting with folks in local communities.   
   
The 2015-2016 school year marked the College’s 25th anniversary of 
its partnership with Jefferson Elementary School in Allentown. Over the 
last 25 years, the College has expanded its relationship with Jefferson 
from a Field Day and mentoring program to seven different during and 
after-school programs occurring throughout the year and many visits of 
Jefferson students to Muhlenberg’s campus. Last year faculty in 
physics and biology partnered with Muhlenberg students and 4th 
graders at Jefferson Elementary on exciting campus based science 
experiments. Kids looked at invertebrates in fresh water stream 
samples, participated in physics experiments related to vision and 
dissected a sheep’s eye. Each year third graders came to campus for 
College Connect to talk about future careers and push Muhlenberg 
students to also think about the future. Fifth graders work with students 
in Muhlenberg’s Circus Workshop to tumble, juggle, clown, dance and 
imagine. Second graders will come to campus this year for a literacy-
focused event and the entire school comes for Jefferson Field Day. 
With focused activities for each grade level and the entire school’s 
attendance at Field Day, each child at Jefferson will come to 
Muhlenberg at some point during the year. With Muhlenberg students 
also working in classrooms and after-school programs at Jefferson, it is 
our hope that the students from both schools will continue to envision 
each space as part of their own educational experiences.  
   
Mutually beneficial relationships between college students and 
community members enhance the lives of each. Answering the tough 
questions of elementary school children, connecting with people with 
whom you don’t share a language and engaging cross-generationally 
teaches students invaluable lessons outside of the classroom. Similarly, 
important, is the work of challenging ourselves to reflect on our own 
social positions within local communities and consider the social 
structures that influence us. The OCE will continue to engage on and 
off-campus communities in reciprocal and change-driven ways. 
 
Beth Halpern, 
Director of Community Engagement, 
Muhlenberg College 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OPERATION SUNSHINE 

36 S. 8th St, Allentown, PA 18101 
Phone:  610-435-9155 

Open: Mon 11-3 Wed. 9-4 
E-mail:  LMDopsunshine@aol.com 

Web site: www.LMDopsunshine.com 
 

Paula & Dick Skelly Co-Trip Coordinators 
Day of Trip Emergency Number 610-417-3286 

 
Operation Sunshine is a non-profit fellowship opportunity within our 

Mission District, run solely by volunteers. Please join us and invite your 
friends as we enjoy a variety of venues together. 

 
SOLD OUT  

November 17 (Thurs) – Media Theatre – “A Christmas Story, The 
Musical”  
Bus Leaves St. Timothy’s at 10:00 AM and will return approx. 6 PM 

 
ONLY 4 SEATS LEFT 

December 3 (Sat.) – American Music Theatre – Christmas Show 
Winter Wonderland    Something new for Operation Sunshine – a 
trip on Saturday.  Due to the popularity of this show, even as early as 
March when we tried to book a performance, the best seats were 
available to us on Saturday.  Experience the beautiful vocals, dynamic 
dancing, and impressive instrumentals of the critically acclaimed AMT 
singers, dancers, and orchestra as they perform the very best of your 
spiritual and secular holiday favorites.  The 2016 Christmas Show: 
Winter Wonderland will be a great value, feel good holiday event filled 
with yuletide whimsy and winter wonder that celebrates both the magic 
and the meaning of Christmas.  Witness a beautiful Christmas town, an 
enchanting trip to the North Pole, powerhouse vocals, dazzling scenery, 
and lots more.   A delicious family style lunch awaits us at the Fulton 
Steamboat Inn before the show.  
Bus leaves St. Timothy’s at 11:00 AM and will return approximately 
7:00PM  
Cost $98   Payment Deadline:  Thurs., Nov. 3  
 
December 6 (Tues.)  Operation Sunshine Traveler Appreciation 
Luncheon at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 1933 Hanover Ave., 
Allentown.  Full course lunch, accompanied by entertainment, 
fellowship and fun! You must provide your own transportation to the 
church. Open to the first 60 reservations.  Call the office to reserve 
your space.  Open only to Operation Sunshine travelers.  
Time: 12:00 p.m. Cost: $5.00 
 

***Join us September 10-20, 2017 for*** 
ON THE TRAIL of MARTIN LUTHER  

Travel with Operation Sunshine and Collette faith on a trip to 
Germany to celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation with 
highlights on the trip of visits to Mainz, Worms, Gutenberg Museum, 
Erfurt, Wartburg Castle, Lutherhaus, Eisleben, Dresden, Leipzig, St. 
Thomas Church, Wittenberg, St. Mary’s Church and Berlin.  For a flyer 
and pricing information, please contact the Operation Sunshine office. 
 

 
BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR  2017 TRIPS IN THE NEXT 

NEWSLETTER! 

http://www.lmdopsunshine.com/
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