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Sharing our faith by sharing God’s love!

St. Timothy Mission Statement
Nurtured and sustained by God’s love,

we are called and inspired to share His love with our neighbor,
to make God’s story known, and to help our neighbors near and far 

…so that all may experience God’s love.

 It’s very hard to believe that Christmas 2016 is already behind us. That means 
we must be planning for Easter and summer services already. But wait, there are 
a couple of seasons in the church year between Christmas and Easter. They are 
Epiphany and Lent. Epiphany is when we recognize the revelation of Christ to all 
nations—remember the three Kings who traveled so far. Then we celebrate the 
Baptism of our Lord—when Jesus was with John the Baptist at the River Jordan. 
Finally, we celebrate the Transfiguration of our Lord—when Jesus’ light is radiated 
from him, his face shone like the sun and his clothes became dazzling white. Lent is 
a time of preparation for us through prayer. More about Lent will be coming to our 
next newsletter.
 Since we are in the time after Epiphany, this is a perfect time for us to talk 
about growth. I don’t know if you remember reading December’s newsletter and 
being asked to hold in your hearts future possibilities. Well, that was asked of you. 
The future is still ahead of us, it always will be. This is why we (Pr. Woody, Pr. Tom, 
and myself) have been pushing St. Timothy into questions of vision. The Council and 
Outreach teams have been in good discussion over the vision of St. Timothy. They 
have been wrestling with a mental picture of what the perfect St. Timothy church 
may look like in the future. Those two teams think they are very close to unveiling 
a new vision for the church. To be honest, it is not a new vision at all, this is a vision 
which your congregation has been working toward for many years. The vision is 
now going to be written down and shared with everyone. This will help answer the 
question: Why does St. Timothy ELCA of Allentown exist?
 Crafting this vision statement will be tremendous growth. Hopefully, the statement 
will lead to all members being able to see that vision and share it with others. Pr. 
Woody would call this your elevator speech—you know, 60 seconds of time to tell 
others why you belong to Church. If St. Timothy holds a vision to which you want to strive 

Happy New Year!

    —see VICAR



Moving?  New Email?
Change Your Phone No.?

We constantly struggle in this mobile society we 
live in to keep up with everyone’s current mailing 
and contact information. We are asking everyone 
to make sure the information we have is up-to-date 
by completing the form below and either mail it to 
the church secretary or drop it in the offering plate.
Name

Address

City                                                                 State      Zip Code

Home Phone                                                       M include in Directory
Home Phone                                                       M omit from Directory
Cell Phone (optional)                                          M include in Directory
Home Phone                                                       M omit from Directory
Work Phone (optional)                                        M include in Directory
Home Phone                                                       M omit from Directory
Email                                                                    M include in Directory
Home Phone                                                       M omit from Directory

Please send my copy                                      M Mail (Post Office)
of the newsletter to me via:                          M Email

 PLEASE PLACE COMPLETED FORM IN 
OFFERING PLATE OR DROP IN THE MAIL.

Page 2 Epistle from St. Timothy Januaary 2017

NE PA SYNOD WEB SITE
www.godslove.org or www.nepsynod.org

for information about our synod   

ELCA WEB SITE
www.elca.org

for information about our national church

EPISTLE FROM ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
is a publication of St. Timothy Evangelical Lutheran Church (ELCA).
EPISTLE FROM ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH. Published 
monthly except August by St. Timothy Evangelical Lutheran Church, 140 
South Ott Street, Allentown, PA 18104-6197. Questions or comments may 
be directed to the Editor, Epistle from St. Timothy, St. Timothy Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, 140 South Ott Street, Allentown, Pennsylvania 18104-6197.

Find us on Facebook at
facebook.com/sttimothyallentownpa

Follow us on Twitter at
twitter.com/StTimAPa

ST. TIMOTHY’s EMAIL
office@sttimothylc.org

FIND MORE EMAIL ADDRESSES AT:
www.sttimothylc.org

Date Day Special Events Readings

Jan. 1 Sunday 1st Sunday after Christmas Isaiah 63:7-9; Psalm 147: 12-20; 
 10:30 a.m. Visit of the Three Kings Matthew 2:1-12; John 1:1-14 
  Epiphany 

Jan. 8 Sunday The Baptism of Our Lord Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29;  
 10:30 a.m.  Praise Worship Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17  
  Rite for Wholeness

Jan. 15 Sunday 2nd Sunday after Epiphany Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11; 
 10:30 a.m. Children Sing 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42 
  Pr. Maxon presides

Jan. 22 Sunday 3rd Sunday after Epiphany Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9;  
 10:30 a.m. Bell Choir 1 Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23 
  Pr. Lichner preaches

Jan. 29 Sunday 4th Sunday after Epiphany Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15;  
 10:30 a.m.  1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Matthew 5:1-12

January Worship Calendar
Sunday School – 9 am in Fellowship Hall • Adult Forum – 9 a.m. in Lounge 

Sunday Morning Worship – 10:30 a.m.

http://godslove.org
http://nepsynod.org
http://www.elca.org
http://facebook.com/sttimothyallentownpa
http://twitter.com/StTimAPa
mailto:office%40sttimothylc.org?subject=NEWSLETTER
http://www.sttimothylc.org
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VICAR (continued from page 1)

to become, you will have a better chance at finding 
a pastor who can embrace that vision. Energy comes 
from embracing the light which calls us to tomorrow’s 
growth (photosynthesis idea). In an equation, it 
would look like: Pastor + embracing vision = energy. 
This equation is what we are working toward this 
year. Once again, I cannot promise you anything. 
What I can tell you is that if you can discover St. 
Timothy’s vision and embrace the potential that 
tomorrow may hold, you may create a whole new 
way of being Church.
 Finding vision, recognizing potential for 
tomorrow, growing in light is the message that we 

as Church share during the Epiphany season. This 
is a great way to start 2017. Hopefully by the time 
of Lent, we will be ready for some deep prayer and 
reflection on what exactly it means to be the body 
of Christ in today’s busy world. We will be better 
prepared for this time of Lent because we have 
embraced and can give voice to our source; the light 
that God has sent into the world which is our source 
of growth, our source of energy—who is Jesus Christ 
our Lord.
  Your brother in Christ,
  Senior Seminarian Brian Riedy

 In our way of thinking, January represents a new 
year. Human beings like beginnings and endings. We 
want to know the start and the finish of things. This 
seems to be how we are even from ancient times. 
The historical basis for the month of January is the 
Roman god Janus. Janus was a god of two faces, one 
looking back and one looking forward. In this Roman 
god I think we see a wisdom for entering a new year. 
We cannot look forward to a new thing unless we 
look at the context of that which we are leaving. 
 The previous year sets the stage for the new year 
in good ways and bad ways. The good way is that 
we can see what we learned from our mistakes and 
our successes. The lessons learned form a basis of 
the new year but do not dictate the direction of the 
new year and that is very important. The direction of 
the new year is our choice and our decision. Starting 
something new or moving in a different direction 
is always the challenge of a new year. If we pass 
January without thinking about doing things in a 
new way, we miss a natural opportunity to change 
things that don’t work and to experiment with a 
new direction.
 Congregations seem to miss milestones in 
their lives. These milestones can help us go down 
a road less traveled or a path to a new place. The 
reason is pretty simple, we are an institution and 
institutions do not change or change slowly. While 
that used to be a strength it is now a liability. Not 

having the ability to adapt to changing situations 
can be very dangerous for churches. Walking the 
tightrope between no change and too much change 
is as difficult as it sounds and yet God calls us to do 
exactly that. If we start the year by saying what did 
we do last year instead of what can we do different 
this year, we show a lack of faith in the process of 
growth God has called us into. It is important for 
our growth as people and as Christians to look to 
the future with courage and conviction and then 
embrace change.
 As a congregation, St. Timothy has been on a 
journey, and in this journey, we are entering a new 
year. Pastor Deisinger has a note in this newsletter 
(see page 5) about a possible partnership with the 
Barn. This conversation opens us up to new ideas 
and new possibilities. It is important to take these 
conversations seriously because these conversations 
represent our look into the future. 
 The path of ministry is not a straight and easy 
path. It is a path that takes us to new and strange 
places and a path that often twists and turns. 
 What God wants us to remember is that where 
ever the path goes. God goes with us and before 
us. We are led by God to new and glorious work in 
the kingdom. It may not look like the place we have 
been, but it will certainly look like the place we need 
to go. Trusting in God and living in faith, the future 
always shines brightly and welcomes us.



Page 4 Epistle from St. Timothy January 2017

DEADLINE
for the

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER…
JANUARY 15!

Basic First Aid for Frostbite – Part 3
 The cold weather is upon us. Many enjoy outdoor activities during the winter months. Activities such as 
ice skating, skiing, sledding, playing in the snow, even shoveling the white precipitation accumulation can be 
enjoyable.
 However, always be mindful of the length of time spent in the outdoors in cold weather. When exposed 
to extremely cold temperatures, one needs to be aware of the possibility of frostbite. The skin areas most 
likely to be affected are fingers, toes, nose, ears, cheeks and chin. You may be experiencing frost- bite if your 
skin either looks pale or very red and is very cold. It is possible that you may feel a prickly feeling, tingling or 
numbness. Severe frostbite can result in blistering and pain.
 First aid measures can be implemented to treat mild frostbite. Severe frostbite will require medical 
attention. The following measures should be applied for mild frostbite:

 • Protect skin areas from additional exposure to the elements. Warm frostbitten hands by tucking them 
into your armpits. Cover your nose, face, and ears with dry gloved hands

 • Never rub the affected area. Do not rub snow on frostbitten skin.
 • Find indoor shelter. Once inside, remove wet, cold clothing.
 • Gently and slowly warm the frostbitten areas. Place hands or feet in warm, not hot water (98 to 108 

degrees) for 15 to 30 minutes. If a thermometer is not available, place an unaffected hand or elbow in 
the water—it should feel very warm but not hot. Do not use direct heat such as a heat lamp, fireplace, 
stove, or heating pad to warm the affected areas. These modalities can result in burns.

 • Do not put weight on frostbitten feet or toes. This can result in tissue damage.
 • As the skin thaws, redness, tingling, and burning may occur, indicating that blood flow is returning. If 

the numbness or pain remains or blisters develop while warming the area, seek immediate medical 
attention.

 Enjoy the outdoors during the winter but be mindful of the hazard of frostbite.
Adapted from the Mayo Clinic
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I believe that we, the members of St. Timothy, have 
a passion for carrying out the mission of Jesus, for 
being the heart and hands of Jesus ministry, as we 
declare in the mission statement we recite each 
Sunday morning. But we are aging as individuals and 
declining as a congregation, and no longer have as 
much physical energy to carry out that mission as we 
used to, nor have the resources to maintain our base 
of operations. Also, because we are aging, younger 
people are no longer as inclined to want to become 
a part of our ministry. How can we participate in the 
kind of mission work we have a passion for and how 
can we grow our resources? I strongly believe it will 
take a multifaceted approach which will include 1) 
focusing our mission efforts in new directions which 
will take less of our physical energy but maybe more 
of our spiritual energy, and 2) partnering with one 
or more other groups, congregations, organizations, 
agencies to provide the resources for ministry and 
mission that will supplement our own. Our Outreach 
Committee has done a lot of work over the past year 
to uncover community needs that could become a 
new focus of our mission efforts, but how this plays 
out could depend on who we can partner with. 
One of those possible partners is The Barn. I see in 
The Barn, a Christian organization that shares our 
passion for Christ’s mission, but who worships and, 
in many ways, operates differently than we do. But, 
because of these differences, The Barn is growing 
in numbers and missional strength, and most of the 
members of their group are younger than most of 
us. They already partner with many different groups 
to accomplish the missional work they do both in 
the community and outside the community. The 
things they do make a significant impact on the 
community and attract generations younger than 
we, both because those activities are meaningful to 

the younger generation but also because of their 
connection to their partner organizations. Because 
they want to focus their resources on mission, 
they are unwilling to spend money on erecting or 
purchasing a building. All of this about The Barn 
excites my vision of a possible partnership between 
St. Timothy and The Barn. Because of The Barn’s 
involvement in the community, their connections with 
multiple partners, their vision for ministry, and their 
relative youthful energy, they could energize our 
own ministries in a variety of ways even as each of 
us could find outlets through them for exercising our 
own passion for ministry. Such partnering could be 
fulfilling for both of us. Moreover, some people who 
are attracted to our joint mission activity may not 
find their form of worship as appealing as our more 
traditional worship. Were we to be in partnership 
with The Barn, and especially if we were to share the 
same building, those who wish a more traditional 
worship experience could easily migrate into our 
worshipping fellowship. Since The Barn doesn’t want 
to own a building but needs one for worship and 
from which to administer their ministry, sharing our 
building with them would enhance the possibilities 
in such a partnership. Of course, to make such an 
exciting vision become a reality, means that we, 
at St. Timothy, need to be willing, for the sake of 
partnership, to make changes in the way we operate 
which could include our worship time, use of the 
facilities, sharing of staff, and other things that we 
consider normal for us. I for one, for the sake of 
such a fulfilling vision, would be willing to make such 
compromises. I pray you would, too.
  Yours in Christ,   
  John Deisinger
  supported by St. Timothy executive team



Katie Luther (Marilyn Mazsa) teaches the Sunday School class.

A cake was shared by everyone following the delivery 

of the Ingathering for the Lehigh Mission District.

Carol Baum serves a delicious ham dinner at Daybreak.

The Sunday School children bake cookies for Daybreak.
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 We pray weekly for our members at home. Every 
month we highlight a portion our list of homebound 
members so that you can send cards, and perhaps 
visit!
 Here is this month’s list (birthday in italics):
 Dorothy Brunone, current address unknown 
(October 10)
 Sharon Clark, Good Shepherd Home, Raker 
#216, 543 St. John St., Allentown, PA 18103 
(February 5)
 Steven Hader, Moravian Hall Square, 175 W. 
North St., Nazareth, PA 18064 (November 11)
 Barbara Fletcher, Lehigh Commons, Rm. 
212 1680 Spring Creek Rd., Macungie, PA 18062 
(December 22)
 Al Nork, 1231 St. Basil St., Allentown, PA 18104 
(December 16)

 Allentown AARP Chapter #5415 will meet noon 
January 5, 2017 at St. Timothy Church, 140 So. Ott 
St. Allentown. Program: NAMI—National Alliance 
on Mental Illness. Non-members and guests are 
welcome. Bring a non-perishable food item for the 
Allentown Food Bank. Note: If Allentown School 
District closes for a snow day, then our meeting is 
cancelled. Two-hour delay, we still have a meeting. 
Call 610-437-4265 for more information.

Seen Around…

Pastor Deisinger teaches a Sunday 

School class.



Seen Around…
Seen at the Praise Band Showcase on November 13
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Key: [F] = Fellowship Hall      [L] = Lounge     [P] = Pastor’s Office     [NV] = Nave
[N] = Nursery     [LB] = Library     [YR] = Youth Room     [LP] = Land of Promise

1 New Year’s Day
1 Epiphany
NO Adult Forum
NO Sunday School
10:30 am–Worship 
Arrival of 3 Wisemen

2
OFFICE CLOSED
7 pm–Boy Scouts [F]

3
11 am-4:30 pm–Vicar 
in Office
9 am-12 pm–Quilters 
[L]
11 am-3 pm–Office 
Open
2:30 pm–Staff Meeting 
[L]
3:30 pm–Worship & 
Music Committee [L]
4:46 pm–Executive 
Committee [P]
6:30 pm–Cub Scouts 
[F]

4
11 am-3 pm–Office 
Open
7 pm–Allentown 
Hiking Club [F]
6-7:30 pm–Praise Band 
Rehearsal [NV]
7:30 pm–Senior Choir 
Rehearsal [NV]
7:30 pm–Venture 
Crew [L]

5
10 am-3 pm–Vicar in 
Office
10 am-3 pm–AARP [F]
11 am-3 pm–Office 
Open

6
10:30 am-2:30 pm–
Vicar in Office
11 am-3 pm–Office 
Open
6:30-11 pm–Chess 
Club [L]

7

8 Baptism of our
1 Lord
9 am–Sunday School 
[F]
9 am–Adult Forum [L]
10:30 am–Praise Wor-
ship 
~11:30 am–Blood 
Pressure Screening [L]
~12 pm–Undecorate 
Sanctuary

9
OFFICE CLOSED
9 am–Property 
Committee
7 pm–Boy Scouts [F]

10
11 am-4:30 pm–Vicar 
in Office
11 am-3 pm–Office 
Open
2:30 pm–Staff Meeting 
[L]
6:30 pm–Cub Scouts 
[F]

11
11 am-3 pm–Office 
Open
6:45-7:30 pm–Bell 
Choir Rehearsal [NV]
7:30 pm–Senior Choir 
Rehearsal [NV]
7:30 pm–Venture 
Crew [L]

12
10 am-3 pm–Vicar in 
Office
11 am-3 pm–Office 
Open
6:30 pm–Scout 
Leadership Meeting [F]
7-9 pm–3 D [L]

13
10:30 am-2:30 pm–
Vicar in Office
11 am-3 pm–Office 
Open
6:30-11 pm–Chess 
Club [L]

14

15 Epiphany 2
6:30 am–Mission Team 
@ St. Paul’s
9 am–Sunday School 
[F]
9 am–Adult Forum 
with Pr. Maxon [L]
10:30 am–Worship 
Pr. Maxon presides
~11:30 am–
Congregation Council 
[L]

FEBRUARY 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE

16 Martin Luther 
16 King Day
OFFICE CLOSED
7 pm–Boy Scouts [F]
7 pm–Mental Health 
Support Group [L]

17
9 am-12 pm–Quilters 
[L]
11 am-4:30 pm–Vicar 
in Office
11 am-3 pm–Office 
Open
2:30 pm–Staff Meeting 
[L]
6:30 pm–Cub Scouts 
[F]

18
11 am-3 pm–Office 
Open
6:45 pm–Bell Choir 
Rehearsal [NV]
7:30 pm–Senior Choir 
Rehearsal [NV]
7:30 pm–Venture Crew 
[F]

19 
10 am-3 pm–Vicar in 
Office 
11 am-3 pm–Office 
Open

20
10:30 am-2:30 pm–
Vicar in Office
11 am-3 pm–Office 
Open
6:30-11pm–Chess 
Club [L]

21

22 Epiphany 3
9 am–Sunday School 
[F]
9 am–Adult Forum 
with Pr. Lichner [L]
10:30 am–Worship 
Children Sing 
Pr. Lichner preaches 
12 pm–Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting & Pot Luck 
Luncheon [F]

23
OFFICE CLOSED
7 pm–Boy Scouts [F]

24
11 am-4:30 pm–Vicar 
in Office
11 am-3 pm–Office 
Open
2:30 pm–Staff Meeting 
[L]
6:30 pm–Cub Scouts 
[F]

25
11 am-3 pm–Office 
Open
7 pm–AA Meeting [F]
7:30 pm–Senior Choir 
Rehearsal [NV]
7:30 pm–Venture Crew 
[F]

26
10 am-3 pm–Vicar in 
Office
11 am-3 pm–Office 
Open
7 pm–3 D [L]

27
10:30 am-2:30 pm–
Vicar in Office
11 am-3 pm–Office 
Open
6:30-11pm–Chess 
Club [L]

28
9 am-12 pm–Hamilton 
Park Baseball Sign-ups 
[F]
9 am–Outreach 
Committee [L]

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

29 Epiphany 4
9 am–Sunday School 
[F]
9 am–Adult Forum [L]
10:30 am–Worship 
Bell Choir
SNOW DATE:
12 pm–Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting & Pot Luck 
Luncheon [F]

30  
OFFICE CLOSED
7 pm–Boy Scouts [F]

31
11 am-4:30 pm–Vicar 
in Office
11 am-3 pm–Office 
Open
2:30 pm–Staff Meeting 
[L]
6:30 pm–Cub Scouts 
[F]
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SYNOD NEWS 
Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod, ELCA

San Martin de Porres, Allentown 

Four years ago on Easter 2013 the Spanish-speaking Lutheran 
congregation, San Martin de Porres, relocated from St. Paul’s on 8th 
Street, Allentown, to St. John’s on 5th Street, Allentown. San Martin’s 
move was evangelistic in nature, seeking more visibility and collaborative 
ministry opportunities. Admittedly, long time members are not as young 
as they once were and walking up two flights of steps before worship 
helped the congregation make the decision to move.  

On December 11, 1988, San Martin was organized as a Lutheran 
congregation. Then Bishop Herbert W. Chilstrom of the ELCA wrote a 
letter to the members of San Martin in which he stated – “Your 
congregation’s service of organization last December was historic: you 
are the first new congregation organized in your synod since the ELCA 
was formed. And, as a Hispanic congregation, you are a living expression 
of our deep hope that the ELCA will become a truly inclusive church.” 

In December San Martin celebrated its 28th Anniversary as a Lutheran 
Congregation. The existence of San Martin has been a collaborative 
effort within The Lutheran Church in America, the ELCA, the NEPA Synod, 
and churches of the Lehigh Mission District. A number of key individuals 
have played a significant role as well. 

San Martin de Porres gratefully gives thanks to God and acknowledges 
the prayers and generous financial gifts, along with gifts of time and 
talents, from so many in our synod. This collaborative effort brings God’s 
message to the Spanish-speaking community as together we proclaim 
God’s inclusive Gospel of new life.

Meet Your Synod’s Staff 

Debbie Frey 

Debbie is responsible for several key 
administrative tasks. She is the 
registrar for most synod events, and 
serves on the planning committee for 
the Bishop’s Conference and the 
Synod Assembly.  

She also collates the information 
submitted by a congregation 
experiencing a pastoral vacancy and 
then prepares the parish study book.  

In addition, she works with Karen 
Matthias-Long to keep track of 
materials in the synod Resource 
Center.  

Debbie has worked for the synod 
since June 2004. Prior to that she 
served as parish secretary at St. Paul, 
Catasauqua. Some years ago, before 
starting a family, she worked at Air 
Products.  

Debbie’s husband, John, recently 
retired. They have two children and 
one granddaughter, with a second 
granddaughter on the way.  

Debbie enjoys traveling, and works at 
crafts, including jewelry and sewing. 
She is member at St. Paul, Catasauqua. 



Synod News is published monthly by the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod, ELCA 
2354 Grove Road, Allentown PA 18109; 610-266-5101.  

nepsinfo1988@gmail.com; www.godslove.org

ELCA Mission Builders 

“Building Structures, 
Community, and Faith” 

Mission Builders are people from all 
walks of life—carpenters and others 
who have an interest in building for 
the church, meeting fellow-
Christians across the country, 
having fun, and helping others.  

Working side-by-side with folks 
from a local congregation, mission 
builders help the congregation 
construct or improve a church 
building at significant cost savings.  

On our territory, a number of years 
ago, Mission Builders helped the 
members of Holy Trinity, Dingmans 
Ferry construct their facility. 

If you would like to learn more 
about this ministry of our church or 
are interesting in becoming a 
mission builder, check out their web 
site: http://
www.elcamissionbuilders.org.

Tri-Congregational Worship 

Three Northern Berks congregations joined together on Sunday, 
October 16, to share in Sunday School and in worship. The three 
congregations have gathered together before, and they are really 
getting the hang of it now! 

More than 240 people attended the worship service held at Zion, Perry 
Township. Pastor Inge Williams, of Frieden's, Shartlesville, was the 
preacher; and Pastor Burl Latshaw, Interim Pastor at St. John, Hamburg 
was the Assisting Minister.  Pastor Latshaw also taught an Adult Sunday 
School class about Martin Luther and the Reformation. More than 90 
attended Sunday School classes including 23 catechetical age youth in 
grades 7 and 8.  St. John's Youth Director, Lydia Beck, was thrilled to 
have that many young people together. 

Zion's Brass and Zion's Bells played. More than 35 Adult Choir members 
sang a joint anthem led by Donald Ryan, Zion's Organist and Choir 
Director. During the Children's Message, the congregation sang all the 
verses of "We Are the Church Together.” 

More than 140 stayed for a robust lunch in the Zion's Fellowship Hall. 
Zion's provided the main dish (baked ziti) and the other congregations 
brought salads and desserts.  It was an amazing spread that everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed.  

Because of family roots and close community ties through the work of 
the Hamburg Cluster and the Northern Berks Ministerium, members are 
well acquainted with each other and with working together.   

On March 31- April 2, 2017 the three congregations will share in their 
second annual Catechism Retreat at Bear Creek Camp with a theme “The 
3 Great Days.” Synod Congregations with up to 5 catechetical students 
are invited to join in that weekend, until the house is full!

Update Congregational 
Officers for 2017 

Please send the Congregational 
Officers Form to the synod office as 
soon as the information is available. 
It can be downloaded as either a 
Word document or a PDF file from 
the synod website under 
“Publications” and then “Documents, 
Forms, & Policies.”

http://www.elcamissionbuilders.org
http://www.elcamissionbuilders.org
mailto:nepsinfo1988@gmail.com
http://www.godslove.org
mailto:nepsinfo1988@gmail.com
http://www.godslove.org
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