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Transforming Lives by Connecting Communities

Renewed in the Message of the Cross,
Living in the Power of the Resurrection
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I write this as we are on the threshold of Holy Week—the time when the church focuses
intensely upon Jesus’ journey to the cross and ponders what his suffering and death mean
for us—for the whole world. On April 1st this year we move into the Easter season, the
celebration of the Resurrection of Our Lord. Living our lives day to day as followers of
Jesus and carrying on the mission of Christ as the church, we need the strength of both
realities—the message of the Cross and the power of the Resurrection.
What is the message of the cross? It is the message of liberation and renewal in and
by the absolutely free, unconditional love of God for the whole world. In great and faithful
love for humanity, Jesus remained true to his ministry of forgiveness, mercy, healing,
truth, and companioning the hurting and the oppressed, even though such faithfulness
ultimately meant that he would be rejected and would endure injustice, humiliation,
torture, and death on a cross. Jesus literally loved you and me “to death”—his death, at
our hands. Whenever I consider the reality of Christ Crucified, I am once again convinced,
as St. Paul wrote (Romans 8:38-39), “that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate [me or anyone else] from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” Nothing—ABSOLUTELY NOTHING—can separate us from the love of
God. That is the message of the cross of Jesus. Trusting that reality, we find comfort and
renewal (a fresh start) in our lives.
And, what is the power of the Resurrection? It is the demonstration that God brings
life out of death. Death happens. It happened to Jesus. It will happen to each of us.
However, the Resurrection of Christ tells us that death is not the last word. God gets the
last word, and that word is Life—new and transformed Life! As followers of the Christ, we
believe that there is new life in the future, beyond the grave, but that is not all. There is
new life now. The reality of the Resurrection fortifies us in hope so that we are empowered
Continued on page 3—see SR. JANET

St. Timothy Mission Statement
Nurtured and sustained by God’s love,
we are called and inspired to share His love with our neighbor,
to make God’s story known, and to help our neighbors near and far
…so that all may experience God’s love.
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April Worship Calendar

Sunday School – 9 am in Fellowship Hall • Adult Forum – 9 a.m. in Lounge
Sunday Morning Worship – 10:30 a.m.
Date

Day

Special Events

Readings

Sunday
EASTER
37:00 a.m.
SonRise Praise Worship
Acts 10:34-43; John 20:1-18
		
At St. Timothy Welcome Worship Center
38:00 a.m.
Breakfast in Fellowship Hall
10:30 a.m.
Festival Communion Service Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2,14-24;
		
Bell Choir/Random Ring
1 Corinthians 15:1-11; John 20:1-18
			
OR Mark 16:1-8
Apr. 1

Apr. 8

Sunday
10:30 a.m.

Easter 2
Praise Worship

Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133;
1 John 1:1—2:2; John 20:19-31

Apr. 15

Sunday
10:30 a.m.

Easter 3

Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4;
1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48

Apr. 22

Sunday
10:30 a.m.

Easter 4
Youth Choir

Acts 4:5-12; Psalm 23;
1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18

Apr. 29

Sunday
Easter 5
10:30 a.m.		

Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 22:25-31;
1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8

Moving? New Email?
Change Your Phone No.?
We constantly struggle in this mobile society we
live in to keep up with everyone’s current mailing
and contact information. We are asking everyone
to make sure the information we have is up-to-date
by completing the form below and either mail it to
the church secretary or drop it in the offering plate.
Name

www.godslove.org or www.nepsynod.org
for information about our synod

ELCA WEB SITE
www.elca.org

for information about our national church

ST. TIMOTHY’s EMAIL

Address
City

NE PA SYNOD WEB SITE

office@sttimothylc.org

State

Zip Code

FIND MORE EMAIL ADDRESSES AT:
www.sttimothylc.org

Home Phone
Home Phone
Cell Phone (optional)
Home Phone
Work Phone (optional)
Home Phone
Email

M include in Directory
M omit from Directory
M include in Directory
M omit from Directory
M include in Directory
M omit from Directory

Home Phone

M include in Directory
M omit from Directory

Please send my copy
of the newsletter to me via:

M Mail (Post Office)
M Email

PLEASE PLACE COMPLETED FORM IN
OFFERING PLATE OR DROP IN THE MAIL.

Find us on Facebook at
facebook.com/sttimothyallentownpa
Follow us on Twitter at
twitter.com/StTimAPa
EPISTLE FROM ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
is a publication of St. Timothy Evangelical Lutheran Church (ELCA).
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SR. JANET (continued from page 1)
in our daily lives. As the church, we can enthusiastically and effectively engage the healing, reconciling,
unifying mission of Christ in the here and now.
I know that the congregation of St. Timothy
Lutheran faces some challenges. (What congregation
doesn’t?) I also see that our congregation is blessed
with many wonderful gifts—gifts of talent, wisdom,
love, material resources—and, most especially,
the presence and calling of the Divine Spirit in our
midst. Let us embrace both our challenges and our
gifts. Trusting in Christ Crucified and Raised, let us
move with commitment, joy, and liveliness of spirit
into the days, months, and years ahead, renewed,
empowered, and engaging in the mission of Christ—
so that all may experience God’s love.
		 Blessed Easter!
		 Yours in the love and the mission of Christ,
		 Sister Janet
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You are invited to join in

Tuesday Prayer for Peace
A weekly opportunity to gather with
brothers and sisters in faith for thirty
minutes of meditation and prayer for peace

Each Tuesday
Come at 7:00 A.M. or at 6:00 P.M.
We gather in St. Timothy Church lounge.
There will be a brief reading and opening prayer,
followed by silent prayer in the strength of our
presence with each other, and then a sharing of
the peace as we depart.

Local Scouts to
Attend World Jamboree

We pray weekly for our members at home. Every
month we highlight a portion our list of homebound
members so that you can send cards, and perhaps
visit!
Here is this month’s list (birthday in italics):
Margaret (Peg) Leiby, 2868 Reading Road,
Allentown, Pa. 18103 (November 1)
Mrs. Ruth Reichenbach, Luther Crest, 800
Hausman Rd., Health Center #541, Allentown, PA
18104 (June 25)
Mary Schnable, (At Phoebe) Mail to:1696
Jackson St., Whitehall, PA 18052-4174 (August 28)
Carol Keller, 3209 Aberdeen Circle, Allentown,
PA 18104 (October 10)
Approaching birthdays include:
Elaine Jones, 2835 W. South St., Allentown, PA
18103 (May 2)

Gavin Grim,
Aidan Mathieu, Aaron
Glenister (L to R),
who are three young
men from St. Timothy
Boy Scout Troop 5,
have been selected
to attend the 2019
World Jamboree!
The 24th World Scout Jamboree will be held at
the Summit Bechtel Family National Scout Reserve
in West Virginia from the July 22 to August 2, 2019.
The focus at a World Jamboree is on meeting people
from different cultures and countries.
There will also be high-adventure activities
including opportunities to zip-line, ride mountain
bikes and take advantage of the adventure programs
at the Summit. Participants will also have many
opportunities to meet new friends and learn what life
and Scouting are like in other countries.
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LUNCH FOR A

CAUSE

A fundraiser to benefit the Ecumenical Soup Kitchen
of the Lehigh Conference of Churches

You Eat Lunch, Right? Why Not Eat for a Great Cause?
For just $8, enjoy lunch and help us raise funds to make meals possible for
the working poor, those between jobs, the homeless, elderly, children,
individuals on fixed incomes … and those who have nowhere else to turn
.

WHEN: Friday, April 13, 2018, 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
WHERE: St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Allentown, 8th & Walnut Streets

4 menu options to choose from
Chef salad OR 6” sub (choose turkey, ham, or Italian) and a side salad

AND choice of dessert and beverages … all for $8!
Eat in or take out.
Preorder online OR place your order at the kitchen on the 13th.

To learn more and/or preorder, visit LehighChurches.org/soup-kitchen-lunch

For more than 60 years, the Lehigh Conference of Churches has been meeting basic human needs through
programs like the Soup Kitchen. With the help of member churches, interfaith partners, foundations, area
businesses and community members, we are making a difference in the lives of thousands of people—
building hope, restoring dignity, and helping them live as independently as their situation allows.
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DID YOU KNOW???????
A POT POURRI of HEALTH TIPS
L Replacing one beer or glass of sugar sweetened
drink per day with a glass of water can reduce
your risk of becoming obese by 20%.
LA waistline of greater than 37 inches for men and
31.5 inches for women contributes to health risks
such as, colorectal cancer, breast cancer in the older
person, lower esophageal cancer, upper stomach
cancer, gallbladder cancer, pancreatic cancer,
uterine and ovary cancers, and kidney cancer.
LCutting out fruit juice to children during their
first year of life can reduce the risk of childhood
obesity. Whole fruit is a better choice.
LLosing 10% of body weight can slow the loss of
cartilage in the knee for older people who are
overweight. As a result, there is less pain and
knee surgery may even be delayed.
LSmoking can lead to blood pressure and
cholesterol issues. In a recent study, 9 to 10% of
smokers had a normal blood pressure compared
to 80% of non-smokers. Ten to 13% of smokers
had normal cholesterol levels compared to 75%
of non-smokers.
LFor an afternoon pick-me-up, climb some
stairs. Studies show stair climbing works better
than caffeine.

LTeen age drivers are four times more likely than
experienced drivers to be involved and injured in
an accident. Cell phones and failure to use seat
belts are the biggest contributing factors.
LEveryone likes sweets. As part of a healthy 1800
to 3000 calorie per day diet, 50 to 100 calories is
an acceptable amount of candy calories.
LOne third of all cancers could be prevented
by making a few lifestyle changes such as,
maintaining a healthy weight, exercising,
limiting alcohol intake, and eating healthy
meals. The risk of colon cancer can be reduced
by getting 150 minutes of exercise each week
such a brisk walking.
LOne in five people will develop skin cancer
during their life time. Limiting the amount of
time spent in the sun and using sun screen
can reduce the number. More skin cancers are
diagnosed yearly in the United States than all
other cancers combined.
LTo promote good foot care do not wear the
same pair of shoes two days in a row.
Adapted from Web MD

An invitation to ALL…

COME, JOIN US… to learn about
St. Timothy
Intercessory PRAYER Ministry
T.O.L.I.P.
(Taking Others to the Lord in Prayer)

Sunday
April 22

3 – 5 pm—St. Timothy LOUNGE
Sister Janet will share some thoughts on various aspects of prayer
and lead us in a couple of prayer experiences,
including one that is based on Sybil Macbeth’s book, Praying in Color.
RSVP to Gloria Hinrichs • 610-398-8472 • gloryhi@msn.com
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Handmade
for Habitat Day
Sunday, April 15 z 9 AM to 1 PM
Christ Lutheran Church
1245 Hamilton Street
Faith Build 2018, is a project on Keystone Ave, West Bethlehem, with Lehigh Valley Habitat for
Humanity, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and area congregations. We are raising awareness
and raising funds to help this project in our area.

Join us for these special events!

P Adult Forum (in Social Hall) from 9 to 10 am with guests from the LV Habitat Faith Build
P Special worship service at 10:30 am to build a “house made of people”.
P Handmade crafts and food available at 11:30 am in the Social lHall: fabric purses,
pillows, scarves, baby blankets, kitchen towels, wreaths, woven baskets, jewelry, framed
photos, note cards, prints, painted glass. And space for more items!
P DIY Medieval Brass Rubbings
P FOOD and BEVERAGES!

All funds raised during this event will be matched up to $1,000 by an anonymous donor.

Breaking News!! Habitat has reserved two dates at the build site for volunteers from

Christ Church and our Collaborative Partners, both for construction and providing lunch:
Sat, May 12 and Tues, May 22.
Contact Martha Reitz (mreitz51@rcn.com) or call 610-433-4271 for more information and to
reserve your spot at the build site!

DEADLINE
for the

MAY NEWSLETTER…

APRIL 15!

April 2018
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BREAKOUT TOPICS*
(Most topics will be offered only
once – morning or afternoon)
The 2018 Farm Bill
Report on Poor People’s
Campaign
U.S. Budget overview
(“safety net” programs)
Mass Incarceration / Reentry
Public Policy Advocacy Basics
* This is a preliminary schedule;
please check the web
announcement for program and
schedule details and updates at
bread.ppjr.org
or Email: ja-bfw@ppjr.org.

For more information about Bread
for the World, see bread.ppjr.org
or contact Margaret Tran:
mtran@bread.org

8:30 am
9:00-10:45
10:45-11:00
11:00-12:15
12:15-1:45
1:45-3:00
3:00 pm

SCHEDULE
Registration; Breakfast goodies and coffee/tea available
Resource displays and conversation with workshop leaders
Welcome, Devotions, Introductions, Overview “For Such a Time as This” - Margaret Tran
Break – refreshments, resource displays
Breakout session I – (parallel workshops)
Lunch and Conversation on current public policy issues with Rep. Charlie Dent (invited)
Breakout session II – (parallel workshops)
Wrap-up / Evaluation
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Dear Sister Janet and Friends,
What a wonderful feeling to know you are
encircled by the prayers, thoughts and care of friends
and family. Glenn and I truly saw God at work during
my hospital stay and surgery. What a comfort!
Thank you so very much. Also thank you, Sister
Janet, for your visits. They kept my spiritual life
healthy. Always reminding me of God’s Love.
		
God Bless all of you!
		
Mary Simmons

Reprinted from the Morning Call 2/22/18
I want to thank members of St. Timothy
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Allentown, who
provided us with a most enjoyable evening on Feb.
10. There was plenty of food and excellent music for
our listening and dancing pleasure.
Also, a special thanks for the beautiful music
played by the Hanover Township Society for the
Preservation of Big Band Sound in America. The
dance was a benefit for the Sixth Street Shelter of
Allentown. What a fabulous evening for all who
attended, plus a nice collection of bucks was given to
the shelter!
		
Joan M. Wagner
		
Lower Macungie Township

April 2018

Dear Friends,
Thank you for your generous donations
of $1,688.00 to the Sixth Street Shelter which
was received on March 6, 2018. We sincerely
appreciate the partnership of friends like you
as we help families improve their stability, selfsufficiency, resilience, and quality of life.
The Sixth Street Shelter has been serving
families with children who are experiencing
homelessness for over 30 years. Last fiscal year
the Sixth Street Shelter was able to shelter 100
families consisting of 344 people, 219 of whom
were children. During their 60-day stay at the
Shelter, families met regularly with a counselor to
develop and work toward a plan to resolve their
homelessness. In addition, 110 adults received
services at the free health clinic offered at the
Shelter by the Lehigh Valley Health Network. The
Shelter also served hundreds of neighborhood
families a month from our emergency food
pantry.
Residents at the Sixth Street Shelter learn
how to solve their own problems and to take
advantage of opportunities for personal growth.
They develop and actively work toward long-term
housing, employment, and educational goals
during their stay. In addition to case management
and referrals, we offer a variety of supportive
programs including parenting classes, a computer
lab, financial education, life skills development,
GED preparation, group activities, field trips,
character education, tutoring, and reading.
Thank you again for your gift to the Sixth
Street Shelter. You are an important part of
our work, and we are truly grateful for your
involvement and support.
		 Sincerely,
		
Kristine Blasco
		
Director, Sixth Street Shelter
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Scenes from the February 10 Big Band Dance
to benefit the Sixth Street Shelter.

The Recycling Corner

Have you ever wondered how to recycle some of the items around the house? How to be better s tewards of God’s earth
and help others at the same time? Here are some of our ongoing projects:
ARTICLES
WHERE TO PUT THEM
PERSON IN CHARGE
Sheet blankets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . . Quilting committee
Soda cans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . . Nancy Fennell (for Scouts)
Men’s socks in good condition  . . . . . .  Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . . Nancy Fennell (Alliance Hall)
Toiletries (from hotels/motels) . . . . . . .  Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . . Nancy Fennell (Alliance Hall)
Eyeglasses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . . Nancy Fennell (Center for Visually Handicapped)
Good used sneakers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . . Nancy Fennell (Alliance Hall)
Plastic bags  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . . Nancy Fennell (Food Bank)
Styrofoam Peanuts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . . Nancy Fennell (recycled @ Mailbox)
Styrofoam medicine boxes and
shipping packaging ONLY . . . . . . . .  Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . . Nancy Fennell (recycled @ Bethlehem Recycling)
Styrofoam trays, cups, plates, egg cartons, food containers, etc. are no longer accepted. Please dispose of in your trash.
General Mills box tops for education;
cash register receipts from Redner’s & Fairgrounds Market;
Campbell’s labels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Appropriate boxes in narthex  . . . . . Cheryl Christensen
Rubber Bands* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . . Nancy Fennell (*from newspapers)
Current Calendars . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cabinet in narthex  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anyone who can use them
Empty printer, fax machine or desktop
copier cartridges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . . Nancy Fennell (recycled @ FundingFactory)
Old cell phones . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . . Nancy Fennell (recycled @ FundingFactory)
Women’s and Men’s business attire and accessories… (for “The Perfect Fit”/”First Impressions for Men”)
(Must be Clean, Good Condition/gently used laundered/ironed)
IN SEASON ONLY!!! . . . . . . . . . .  Coatroom by upstairs restroom . . . . Gloria Hinrichs
Thanks for your help and cooperation with these projects!

SUNDAY

1 EASTER

7 am–SonRise Praise
Worship [LP]
8 am–Breakfast [F]
9:45 am–Easter Egg
Hunt [LP]
10:30 am–Festival
Communion Worship
[NV]

Key: [F] = Fellowship Hall      [L] = Lounge     [P] = Pastor’s Office     [NV] = Nave
[N] = Nursery     [LB] = Library [YR] = Youth Room     [LP] = Land of Promise
MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY

2
OFFICE CLOSED
7 pm–Boy Scouts [F]

8 EASTER 2 9
8 am–Glorious Day
Rehearsal [NV]
9 am–Sunday School
[F]
9 am–Adult Forum [L]
10:30 am–Praise Worship

OFFICE CLOSED
9 am–Property Committee
7 pm–Boy Scouts [F]

15 EASTER 3 16
6:30 am–Mission Team
@ St. Paul’s
9 am–Adult Forum [L]
9 am–Sunday School
[F]
10:30 am–Worship
Bell Choir
Youth Sing
~11:30 am–Blood
Pressure Screening [L]
MAY
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

OFFICE CLOSED
7 pm–Mental Health
Support Group [L]
7 pm–Boy Scouts [F]

22 EASTER 4 23
9 am–Adult Forum [L]
9 am–Sunday School
[F]
10:30 am–Worship
3-5 pm– T.O.L.I.P
Meeting [L]

OFFICE CLOSED
7 pm–Boy Scouts [F]

29 EASTER 5 30
9 am–Adult Forum [L]
9 am–Sunday School
[F]
10:30 am–Worship

OFFICE CLOSED
7 pm–Boy Scouts [F]

SATURDAY

3

4

5

6

7

10

11

12

13

14

17

18

19

20

21

24

25

26

27

28

7 am–Prayer for Peace
[L]
9 am-12 pm–Quilters
[L]
12-3 pm–Office Open
3 pm–Worship Committee [L]
6 pm–Prayer for Peace
[L]
6:30 pm–Cub Scouts
[F]
6:45 pm–Hope UCC
& St. Timothy Council
Representatives Meeting [L]
7 am–Prayer for Peace
[L]
12-3 pm–Office Open
6 pm–Prayer for Peace
[L]
6:30 pm–Cub Scouts
[L]
NO COUNCIL MEETING

7 am–Prayer for Peace
[L]
9 am-12 pm–Quilters
[L]
12-3 pm–Office Open
6 pm–Prayer for Peace
[L]
6:30 pm–Cub Scouts
[F]
6:30 pm–Collaborative COUNCIL Meeting at Christ Lutheran
Church

7 am–Prayer for Peace
[L]
9 am-12 pm–Quilters
[L]
12-3 pm–Office Open
6 pm–Prayer for Peace
[L]
6:30 pm–Cub Scouts
[F]
6:45 pm–Hope UCC &
St. Timothy Outreach
Meeting [L]

12-3 pm–Office Open
6-8:30 pm–Glorious
Day Setup & Rehearsal
[NV]
7 pm–Allentown Hiking Club [F]
AARP in Parking Lot

6-7:30 pm–Glorious
Day Rehearsal [NV]
7:30-8:30 pm–Adult
Choir Rehearsal [NV]
7:30 pm–Allentown
Hiking Club [F]
7:30 pm–Venture Crew
[F]

12-3 pm–Office Open
6-7:30 pm–Glorious
Day Rehearsal [L]
7:30-8:30 pm–Adult
Choir Rehearsal [NV]

12-3 pm–Office Open
6-7:30 pm–Glorious
Day Rehearsal [L]
7 pm–AA Meeting [F]
7:30-8:30 pm–Adult
Choir Rehearsal [NV]

12-3 pm–Office Open
12-3 pm–AARP Meeting [F]
7-9 pm–3-D [L]

12-3 pm–Office Open
6 pm–Setup for Workshop [F]
6:30-11 pm–Chess
Club [L]

12-3 pm–Office Open 12-3 pm–Office Open
2 pm–Daybreak Mis6:30-11pm–Chess
sion Team
Club [L]
6-9 pm–Scout Leaders
Meeting [F]

12-3 pm–Office Open
7 pm–3D [L]

12-3 pm–Office Open
Operation Sunshine in
Parking Lot

12-3 pm–Office Open
6:30-11pm–Chess
Club [L]

8 am-4 pm–Al Anon
Workshop [F]

9 am–Outreach Committee [L]

8:30 am-6 pm–Cub
Summer Leader Training [F]

12-3 pm–Office Open 8 am-1 pm–Yard Sale
8 am-12 pm–Setup for [F]
Yard Sale [F]
6:30-11pm–Chess
Club [L]
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SYNOD NEWS
Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod, ELCA
Major Anniversaries
Celebration on May 8

Chili Cook-Off in Catasauqua

On May 8 at the Lutheran Center,
the following will be honored for
their years of service. There is a
worship service at 11:00 AM (open
to anyone) and then a luncheon for
the deans and honorees.
15 Years Dawn R Richie
Gerald (Jerry) S Kulp
Jira A Albers
Louise N Johnson
Michael W Ware
Ryan M Hersch
Susan M Horst
25 Years Diane M LaFauci
Phyllis A Pelletier
Phyllis M Hammel
Scott W Lingenfelter
Deacon Beverly Eiche Kriner
40 Years Carl W Filer
David A Searing
E Wayne Dreyman
Harold L Hand Jr
Jay R Wetzel
Jimmy L Werley
Lee A Diefenderfer
Raymond J Hand
Virginia M Biniek
Werner M Koch
Deacon Jane M Elliott
50 Years David F Hill
George G Kinney
Lynn H Rothrock
Raymond C Hittinger
Richard A Mowery
(continued on the next page)

It was pastor versus pastor on the evening before the Super Bowl in
Catasauqua, which is home to two ELCA congregations that are actively
working toward a generous Lutheran presence in the borough located in
the synod’s Northern Lehigh Mission District. Pastor Brian Riedy of Holy
Trinity Memorial (trained chef and former restaurant owner) and Pastor
Scott Paradise of Saint Paul’s (just a guy with a chili recipe) brought their
best efforts to a chili cook-off to benefit the Catasauqua Food Bank. This
organization serves an average of 463 individuals per month and is run
entirely by volunteers, including the two pastors, who help unload the
larger deliveries each month.
Chili lovers gave donations for chilis, pulled pork, beef brisket, and
baked goods prepared by members of the two congregations and the
community. These were available throughout the two-hour event. But, the
big money came from votes for the best pastor’s chili. With a $2
minimum vote, congregants and community members selected the best
pastor’s chili by tasting the two chilis and putting money in the basket of
the pastor whose chili they liked best. While one of the pastors went
home with bragging rights for a year and a genuine plastic medal, the
true winners were the clients of the Catasauqua Food Bank.
The event, which is expected to become an annual tradition, raised a
total of $915. A generous Catasauqua Lutheran supplemented that
amount with an $85 donation to bring the total to an even $1,000. A
Thrivent Financial action team grant helped assure that 100% of the
funds raised went to the food bank. The congregants and community
members who participated were so generous that a significant amount of
food remained at the end of the night. This was enjoyed the next day as
clients of Haven House in Allentown watched the Super Bowl.

Anniversaries
(continued)

Holy Trinity, Kingston Becomes a
Reconciling in Christ Congregation

55 Years Charles J Orem
Donald C Simmons
J Robert Kehrli
Joseph W Hager
60 Years Carl R Schmoyer
E Frederick Holst
George E Hein Jr
Kenneth M Trexler
Lars B Staaby
Paul H Spohn
Rodger A Krause
William W J Ennis
Sr. Millicent J Drake
65 Years Marvin E Dewalt
Theodore C Schlack
70 Years Paul T Manrodt

Holy Trinity, Kingston has become a “Reconciling in Christ” congregation,
making it the only Lutheran church in Luzerne county to do so. This policy
welcomes all people to Holy Trinity, regardless of their ability, age,
ethnicity, financial situation, gender identity, life circumstances, race, or
sexual orientation.
Holy Trinity has always welcomed a variety of people; but after several
congregation members asked about seeking the designation, the church
began a long look at the proposal. Church members had questions. They
discussed the idea at Bible studies, other events, and informally; and the
church leaders took classes about the issue. The goal was to avoid
surprising people with a change, and to give them an opportunity to
learn and think about the issue.

Assembly 2018
June 8-9
Mohegan Sun Arena at Casey Plaza
Wilkes-Barre, PA
Theme – “Sharing Ministries,
Building Relationships”
Plan now to attend. Information will
be posted on the synod website
(nepasynod.org) as it becomes
available.

At the most recent Annual Meeting, a unanimous decision was made to
adopt the policy and to seek the Reconciling in Christ designation. “In
the end, I think we were able to successfully address all the questions
and let people understand that this is welcoming, and what we’re called
to do as Christians,” says Pr. Paul Metzloff.
“I think it’s an excellent program,” said Cheryl DeHaut, a member of a
church committee that researched the idea and brought it to the rest of
the congregation for a vote. “If people are looking for a church,
regardless of denomination, and they see we are part of Reconciling in
Christ, maybe they’ll come check it out. We’re a small congregational
family. We want people to feel welcome. We’d like some more members,
and we want to be welcoming to everyone.
[Much of this article is taken from one written by Bill Wellock for The Citizens’ Voice.]

Synod News is published monthly by the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod, ELCA
2354 Grove Road, Allentown PA 18109; 610-266-5101. nepsinfo1988@gmail.com.
View the full color edition online at http://nepasynod.org/publications/synod-news.
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May 2018 LMD NL news will be due April 13, 2018.
E-Mail any information to me at lmd.newslettereditor@gmail.com.
Roast Beef Dinner – Sat., March 24th, 4:00-6:30p.m., Friedens
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 2451 Saucon Valley Rd, Center Valley,
PA. Call 610-865-4144 for more information. Proceeds to benefit
Meals on Wheels of Lehigh County. Please see flyer located at your
church.
There's Room for You in a Centering Prayer Group - Centering
Prayer is a particular form of quiet, receptive prayer as taught by
Father Thomas Keating and Rev. Dr. Cynthia Bourgeault. A portion of
each one-hour gathering will include some teaching about centering
prayer. So, whether you never heard of centering prayer, are a
beginner, or an experienced pray-er, all are welcome. First Friday of
each month - Apr. 6th - May 4th - Jun. 1st - Jul. 6th, 10:30 - 11:30
AM. Led by Rev. Maritza Dolich and Rev. Dr. Tom Lichner. Center
for Spiritual Awakening at Christ Lutheran Church, 1245 W. Hamilton
Street, Allentown, PA 18102. Parking available in Lot across
Hamilton St. from Church. Please let us know if you will be joining
us. Inquiries to Rev. Dr. Tom Lichner, Director Center for Spiritual
Awakening tclichner@rcn.com / 610-533-9362
Spiritual Care for Elder Care-Givers 2018 - Do you provide part time
or full-time care for an elder? Would you like a safe place to share
your joys and struggles with other care-givers? Would you appreciate
companioning in nurturing your spirit?
In today's American culture, many adults are providing full-time or
part-time care for their elder parents, relatives, friends, or neighbors.
Elder-care-giving can certainly be challenging, presenting both joys
and frustrations to elders and their care-givers. This every-othermonth gathering will provide participants with a time of guided prayer,
supportive conversation around joys and struggles, and sharing new
ideas for offering care. Come and go to these gatherings as you
might need and desire. There is no need to make a commitment to
each one.
Parking is available in a lot across Hamilton Street from the church.
Meetings will be held at the Center for Spiritual Awakening at Christ
Lutheran Church, 1245 W. Hamilton St., Allentown, PA 18102. 1:30 3:00 PM Wednesday’s: May 16th, July 18th, 2018. Each gathering
will be led by Rev. Dr. Tom Lichner, specially trained in Pastoral
Counseling and Spiritual Direction. Please direct your interest to
Pastor Tom Lichner at tclichner@rcn.com OR 610-533-9362.

Contemplative Prayer - Prayer Around the Cross - You are invited
to join with others for a time of contemplative opening to the Spirit of
God in and around us. We invite God's Light to shine in our hearts and
to awakening our consciousness to live lives of mercy, justice, and
love. Please join together in this brief time of sacred reading, silent
reflection, poetry, chanting, candle lighting, intercessory prayer, and
ample space for quiet reflection. Third Sat. of each Month, 5:00 5:45 PM at Christ Lutheran Church, 1245 W. Hamilton Street,
Allentown, Pa, 18102. Parking lot across street from church. Address
inquiries to Rev. Tom Lichner at tclichner@rcn.com.
Can you provide an hour or two per week to help someone who
wants to change their life? St Luke’s at 417 N 7th St, Allentown still
has an ongoing need for volunteers to assist as tutors or substitutes
for our growing multi-level ELL Program for individuals who
desperately want to learn English. No foreign language needed. ELL
days and hours are, Monday and Thursday 9:30-11:30 a.m. and
Wednesdays from 5:00-7:00 p.m. We always need help. We are
especially looking for people who a comfortable around
computers. Contact Leslie Talago or Pastor Lamb at 610-434-3943
or stluke@enter.net.
Crossroads at St. Paul's-Allentown:
“Lord, when did we see you?”
The winter overnight shelter season draws to an end on April 30th,
but the ministry, and the needs, go on. Thanks to our many partners,
St. Paul's will continue hosting the homeless over the summer,
including health care and service opportunities. We won't be open as
many days or hours each week, but those in need continue to need
health and hygiene products, and non-perishable foods to tide them
over until the next meal is available. Contact St. Paul's-Allentown at
610 435-9065, or email jennstpauls1st@ptd.net.
Please pray as you are led. Please give as you are able.
Antibacterial Wipes
Nail Clippers
Band-Aids
Q-Tips
Comb
Shampoo
Deodorant
Small Towel
Feminine Hygiene Products
Toothbrush
Hairbrush
Toothpaste
Washcloth

SAVE THE DATE!
CROP Hunger Walk: Sun., Oct. 14, 2018, 1:30 p.m.,
with registration beginning at 12:45 p.m.
at St. Timothy Lutheran Church, 140 S. Ott St., Allentown, PA
Thank you for your support of our neighbors in need
locally and around the globe!

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed

THREE TREES ON THE HILL
OPERATION SUNSHINE

My family recently called my attention to a book identified as The Tale
of Three Trees which is identified as “A Traditional Folktale.” It involves
the re-telling of a folktale by Angela Elwell Hunt and it includes beautiful
hand-drawn illustrations by Tim Jonke. I had never seen it before, but it
certainly stroked my imagination and prompted some significant
reflections on the meanings associated with Lent and Easter.

36 S. 8th St, Allentown, PA 18101
Phone: 610-435-9155
Open: Mon 11-3 Wed. 9-4
E-mail: LMDopsunshine@aol.com
Web site: www.LMDopsunshine.com
Paula & Dick Skelly Co-Trip Coordinators
Day of Trip Emergency Number 610-417-3286

This “tale” begins with a description of three pine-like trees growing
alongside one another near a mountaintop in the Holy Land. It
fascinates about the possibility that they are reflecting about what they
are going to “become” when they grow up. The first tree imagines that
it might become the most beautiful treasure chest in the world. The
second tree visions itself becoming a sailing ship. The third tree
imagines that it will simply remain on the hill and as a result of its
beauty remind people looking at it to raise their eyes to heaven and
think of God. And, even as they contemplate their destinies, they are
approached by several woodcutters who axed them to the ground and
proceeded to move them in different directions.

Operation Sunshine is a non-profit fellowship opportunity within our
Mission District, run solely by volunteers. Please join us and invite your
friends as we enjoy a variety of venues together.

The first tree was delivered to a woodworking shop which was
committed to building stable boxes, primarily to serve as feeding boxes
for animals. And the carpenter set about transforming this tree into
such a container which was purchased by an inn in the Bethlehem
area. Once it was finished and delivered, he cleaned-up the remnants
and set about his next project. The second tree was delivered to a
shipyard where there were men building substantial fishing boats which
were being used to facilitate the fishing industry on what we will imagine
was the Sea of Galilee. Having been turned into lumber that could be
used for such a project, this tree became a fishing boat which was
placed in the hands of a special group of fishermen who were very
much attached to this area. And the third tree became particularly
anxious and disheartened when it was simply turned into construction
wood and set aside for use at a later date. It was certainly anticipating
a more significant place in history than that.
But as the story continues, each of these trees becomes associated
with the special holy image which we are contemplating in this season
of Lent and Easter. Indeed, it starts out with Christmas as that
container which that inn in Bethlehem purchased became the “manger”
in which the newborn Jesus of Nazareth spent the first days of his
human life. And the fishing boat which was constructed from the wood
of the second tree became the boat in which Jesus was sleeping as
that storm attacked both him and some of his disciples, causing him to
rise and declare a calm.
And the third tree attained to more than its level of expectation as two
large pieces of it were transformed into the cross on which our Lord
was sacrificed. The image of that tree is still very much among us,
although it is now more normally constructed from gold or silver than
from the wood of that tree on the hillside. As we move on through Lent
and approach Easter, we give thanks for the contributions of each of
those Three Trees on the Hill!
Pastor Richard Stough
LMD Secretary

*****************

May 22 (Tues) – Mount Airy Lodge – ELVIS JAILHOUSE ROCK Come spend an afternoon with young Elvis. Not just any Elvis, but “The
Worlds #1 Elvis”. Performing all over the world, he was cast as Elvis in
the hit musical “Million Dollar Quartet”. Our Elvis won multiple Elvis
competitions around the world. This high energy Elvis Tribute is filled
with all your favorite hits such as: “Jailhouse Rock”, “Blue Suede
Shoes, “Don’t Be Cruel”, “Love Me Tender” and so many more. Our
Elvis has the looks, the charisma, and the moves that will leave you all
shook up! Lunch Buffet and $15 slot play included with this trip.
Bus leaves St. Timothy’s at 10 AM and will return approximately
5:30 PM
Cost $ 64.00 Payment Deadline: Thurs., May 3
June 27 (Wed) – Fulton Theatre - Hunchback of Notre DameThe musical begins as the bells of Notre Dame resound through the
famed cathedral in 15th-century Paris. Quasimodo, the deformed bell
ringer who longs to be "Out There," observes all of Paris reveling in the
Feast of Fools. Held captive by his devious caretaker, the archdeacon
Dom Claude Frollo, Quasimodo escapes for the day and joins the
boisterous crowd, only to be treated cruelly by all but the beautiful
gypsy, Esmerelda. Quasimodo isn't the only one captivated by her free
spirit, though - the handsome Captain Phoebus and Frollo are equally
enthralled. As the three vie for her attention, Frollo embarks on a
mission to destroy the gypsies - and it's up to Quasimodo to save them
all. Lunch at The Pressroom.
Bus leaves St. Timothy's at 9:30am and will return approximately
6:30pm
Cost $97.00 Payment Deadline: Thursday, May 17
July 26 (Thursday) - Bucks County Playhouse - 42nd StreetWhen revered Broadway director Julian Marsh falls on hard times with
both his health and his finances, he helms an ambitious musical as a
final production before his retirement. His lead actress, Dorothy Brock,
is torn between two loves - the show's wealthy backer, Abner Dillon,
and the earnest but penniless actor Pat Denning -- while aspiring young
performer Peggy Sawyer waits in the wings, hoping for her big break.
Lunch will be at the Lambertville Station Restaurant. Lunch Choices:
Chicken Moscato (sautéed chicken breast in a grape tomato and white
wine sauce with fresh thyme), Maple Mustard Salmon, both of these
entrees are served with rice pilaf and seasonal veggies, Top Sirloin with
wild mushroom butter served with roasted red potatoes and seasonal
veggies. Please choose your entree at the time of reservation.
Bus leaves St. Timothy's at 10:00am and will return approximately
6:30pm
Cost $99 Payment Deadline: Thursday, June 28

